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Together, Let’s Behold Our Savior 
When we think of Christmas, we think of Gabriel announcing to unmarried Mary that she will 
bear the Savior of the world. We think of the trek from Nazareth to Bethlehem and no place for 
Mary to give birth to Jesus. We think of the manger, the shepherds coming to see Jesus, and the 
gifts of the wise men.  

Then, we turn our eyes to Christmas decorations, purchasing gifts and wrapping them, cooking, 
and festivities.  

Do you still send Christmas cards?  

Are your days and nights filled with parties galore? Is your social media bursting with smiling 
selfies? How many ugly sweaters do you have? 

What if we stopped in the midst of our busy preparations and reflected on why it 
was necessary for God to send His Son into the world? 

Sin. Disobedience. Depravity. We are sinners, and God is holy. He requires His people to be 
holy.  

“For I am the LORD your God. Consecrate yourselves therefore, and be holy, for I am holy.”  
Leviticus 11:44a (ESV) 

Moses describes God as “majestic in holiness, awesome in glorious deeds, doing wonders” in Exodus 15:11. 

We need help! 

Beginning in Genesis 3:15 and throughout the Bible, God shows the world that He will provide a 
Messiah who will defeat Satan and sin, One who will pay the price for all sin.  

“But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of woman, born under the law to redeem 
those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.” Galatians 4:4-5 (ESV) 

The message of Christmas: God loved the world and  
sent His Son to bring eternal life. 

This December let’s spend time to behold our Savior and marvel at the love of God. 

Father, thank You for loving the world so much that You sent Jesus to pay the price for our sins so that we could 
live with You forever. We praise You for Your amazing gift. We celebrate the greatest gift we could ever receive. In 
Jesus’ name, amen. 



 
 

 

 

 

Behold 
 

“One thing I have desired of the LORD,  

That will I seek:  

That I may dwell in the house of the LORD  

All the days of my life,  

To behold the beauty of the LORD,  

And to inquire in His temple.”  

Psalm 27:4 (NKJV) 
 

 

  



 
December 1 

“I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, "Who is and Who was and Who is to come, the Almighty.” 
Revelation 1:8 (ESV)  

I have four nativities scattered throughout our home, not to mention our nativity Christmas tree 
ornaments.  

Leading up to Christmas, I focus on the birth of Jesus, the Son, and the Child. I think about the 
devotion of Mary and Joseph to God and His plans even though Mary and Joseph didn’t fully 
understand them.  

I think of the miracle of the virgin birth, the angels proclaiming Jesus’ birth, the shepherds 
watching their sheep and then adoring the Great Shepherd. I smile and remember the wise men 
coming from the East bringing gifts and worshiping the All-Wise King.  

Beautiful stories of God’s love, His goodness, and His glory. Beautiful stories and promises made 
possible by the self-sacrifice that was to come. 

But what if we started the Christmas story by telling the Resurrection story? 

Eternity wraps the Christmas and Resurrection stories in victorious love. 

From Eternity to Eternity 

• Our King of Kings is coming soon. (Revelation 19:16) 
• Eternal Life conquered death. (1 Peter 3:18-22) 
• Our Savior brought peace with God. (Romans 5:1) 
• The Anointed One brought forgiveness. (1 John 1:9) 
• Our Redeemer paid the price for the sins of the world. (Romans 6:10) 
• Our Friend gave His life for a ransom for many. (Mark 10:45) 
• The Son of Man washed dirty feet. (John 13:1-17) 
• Our Wonderful Counselor taught us the Way, the Truth, and the Life. (John 14:6) 
• Our Mighty God calmed the winds and the sea and fed thousands. (Matthew 8:26; 

Matthew 15:38) 
• Our Everlasting Father sent His Son to save the world. (John 3:16) 
• Our Prince of Peace raised the dead, healed the sick, and blessed the children. 

(Matthew 11:5, 19:14) 
• Our Prince of Peace reconciled our relationship with God. (Acts 10:36) 
• The 12-year-old Son of God astonished the teachers in the temple. (Luke 2:41-52) 
• The Messiah received gifts from wise men. (Matthew 2:1-12) 
• The Lord was adored by shepherds. (Luke 2:8-20) 
• The Son’s birth was proclaimed by heaven’s angels. (Luke 2:9-15) 

  



 
• The Child of the Most High God lay in a manger. (Luke 2:7) 
• The Holy shed His glory, became a man, and dwelt among us. (John 1:14) 
• The Word was with God, was God, and was the Creator of all. (John 1:1-3) 

“For God loved the world so much that He gave His one and only Son,  
so that everyone who believes in Him will not perish but have eternal life.” John 3:16 (NLT) 

Everlasting Father, Your lovingkindness embraces the world with Your amazing gift of Jesus. Like the shepherds, 
the wise men, and all those who encountered Your own dear Son, we bow down in worship before You. You have 
captured our hearts and minds. Fill us with greater understanding of Your gift and cause us to walk in Your Way, 
Your Truth, and Your Life. In Jesus’ precious name we pray, amen. 

Reflections 
1. Look up a few of the Scriptures above and write how you can incorporate their messages 

into your thoughts as you prepare for your Christmas celebrations. 
2. What intrigued you or made you stop and think? Why? How will you apply this devotion 

to the rest of your day? 
3. What is the Holy Spirit whispering to you?  

  



 
December 2 

“And which of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life’s span? If then you cannot do even a very little 
thing, why do you worry about other matters? Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; but I tell 
you, not even Solomon in all his glory clothed himself like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass in the field, 

which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the furnace, how much more will He clothe you? You men of little 
faith! And do not seek what you will eat and what you will drink, and do not keep worrying. For all these things the 

nations of the world eagerly seek; but your Father knows that you need these things. But seek His kingdom, and 
these things will be added to you.” Luke 12:25-31 (NASB) 

Before I retired, I often walked to meetings about ¼ mile away from my office. There was a 
vacant lot that burst forth in vivid color in the spring, and the flowers bloomed in December. 
Weeds grew up among the wildflowers, but the flowers lifted their faces to the sun for warmth 
and nourishment. 

In this hustle-bustle season, it’s easy to let the weeds of the season pop up around us. We scurry 
from one store to the next to buy gifts for people who will return them after Christmas, OR we 
go from website to another trying to find the best deal.  

We bake treats that add pounds that we’ll work hard to remove after the New Year. We write 
newsy letters to people we haven’t spoken to all year. We sing Santa and reindeer songs. 
Hopefully, we also sing songs about Jesus. We fill our calendars with parties and gatherings. We 
attend church services and children’s plays. We decorate our homes and offices; several weeks 
later, we pack the decorations into boxes to store for the next season. 

Consider the lilies. They don’t work, but they are glorious. Even the wildflowers give delight—
if we stop to notice. 

Consider Jesus. What if we took time to lift our faces towards Jesus amid the weeds of the 
season to let the Son kiss us with His warmth and nourishment? 

What if we seek His kingdom and the true meaning of His gift to the world first? Could all these 
things be added, these busy things? Would we see a beauty and splendor that befits the King we 
serve? Would we behold our Savior in a deeper way? 

Father, this is a season that is filled with tradition, festivities, and demands. Sometimes, we drive ourselves to 
exhaustion. Holy Spirit, give us wisdom as we prepare our homes, our families, and our festivities and prompt us to 
lift our faces toward Jesus … to wait upon Him in the beauty of His holiness. Thank you, Jesus, for Your gift, 
You gave Your all for us. You have brought Joy to the world! 

Reflections 
1. What are the weeds that are distracting you from the beauty of this season? 
2. Ask the Holy Spirit to help you focus upon Jesus as you walk through the wildflowers and 

weeds. 
3. What action will you take today? 

  



 
December 3 
 

“One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after: that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the 
days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to inquire in His temple.” Psalm 27:4 (ESV) 

 
What is the one thing you desire as you prepare to celebrate the Christmas season? Be honest.  
 
Everything on the “to-do” list checked off? The gifts purchased and wrapped? More time?  
 
Rest? 
 
David’s enemies were encamped around him. He saw the chaos and the threat. He 
acknowledged the threat. We can also acknowledge our “to-do” lists and our struggles.  
 
And we can turn our thoughts to the Lord as David did.  His request, his prayer, was to dwell in 
the presence of God, to behold His beauty, and to inquire, to know more of God. 
 
To gaze upon the beauty of the LORD. To bask in God’s glory.  
 
When my grandson was 4 or 5, we were taking a walk. Suddenly, he jumped, frozen, eyes 
focused on the concrete.  
 
“What are you looking at?”  
 
“The ant.”  
 
We watched for a few minutes. I told him what I knew about ants. Five minutes later, we walked 
on. 
 
In the middle of the busyness, what if we stopped for five minutes or longer to marvel at the 
beauty of our LORD?  
 
During those five minutes, what if we asked the LORD to reveal more of Himself to us? 
 
What if the five minutes of beholding God repeated itself throughout the day? Gazing on beauty 
we hadn’t noticed before. Seeing God in the beauty and knowing Him more intimately.  
 
Our LORD of all, You are beautiful, and You have created amazing beauty throughout the universe. Help us to 
stop and see Your beauty. Prompt us to pause in the busyness of the season to turn our eyes away from the world 
and to focus upon You. We want to behold You and know You more intimately. Amen. 
 
Reflections 

1. Read Psalm 27. What do the Scriptures say about God? 
2. In Psalm 27, what do the Scriptures tell you about David? 
3. How can you personalize these Scriptures? What action will you take today? 

  



 

 
 
 
 

The Promise 
 
 

“Let Your steadfast love come to me, 

O LORD, Your salvation according to Your promise”  
Psalm 119:41 (ESV) 

  



 
December 4 
 
“And I will put enmity between you and the woman, And between your seed and her seed; He shall bruise you on 

the head, And you shall bruise Him on the heel.” Genesis 3:15 (LSB) 
 
Over 300 prophecies of Jesus appear in the Old Testament. Additionally, there are types 
pointing to Jesus—like Boaz in the book of Ruth as an example of Jesus as our Kinsman 
Redeemer.  
 
In the beginning, God walked with Adam and Eve in the cool of the day in the Garden of Eden. 
They enjoyed the intimate presence of God until one day, they chose to eat the fruit of one 
forbidden tree. After they ate the fruit, they heard God walking in the Garden. God called out to 
them. Ashamed of their nakedness, they hid from God’s presence. 
 
I’ve been ashamed … words I wished I could take back, thoughts I shouldn’t have entertained, 
actions I took that hurt others. I’ve wanted to withdraw and hide. 
 
Yet, God did not want Adam and Eve to hide from Him. He caused them to confess what they 
did. Then He explained the consequences of their actions: cursed ground, hard labor, pain in 
childbirth, discord between themselves, dismissal from the Garden of Eden, eventual death, and 
separation from the presence of God. 
 
But God covered their guilt with animal skins, the first sacrifice. It only covered their sin. More 
was needed. 
 
God said that there would be hatred among Satan, the woman, and her seed, and Satan’s seed. 
The woman’s seed (a virgin) Messiah would bruise Satan’s head ( Satan’s power), and Satan 
would bruise Jesus’ heel. But Jesus would take away sin and conquer death.  
 
In the very beginning, God had a plan for you and me. He knew we would sin, but He would 
send His Son into the world to pay the price for our sin—to redeem or purchase us.  
 
God’s promise from the very beginning was Jesus.  
 
Our loving God, You are our Promise Keeper. Thank You for Your lovingkindness that has no beginning or end. 
Your promises give hope and show us Your power and glory. Show us what You would have us to learn as we 
prepare to celebrate and honor our Savior. Amen. 
 
Reflections 

1. Read Genesis chapters 1 to 3.  
2. What do these chapters reveal about God? 
3. What do these chapters reveal about you? 
4. How will you personalize these Scriptures? 

  



 
December 5 
 

“Then they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they 
eat it. ... The blood shall be a sign for you, on the houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over 

you, and no plague will befall you to destroy you, when I strike the land of Egypt.” Exodus 12:7, 13 (ESV) 
 
For over 400 years, the Israelites lived in Egypt. As the family of Joseph, they were welcomed 
into Egypt and given land to raise their flocks. As the years passed and the Israelites grew in 
number, the Egyptians forced the Israelites into slavery. Under brutal oppression, they cried out 
to the Lord. 
 
God sent Moses* to lead them out of Egypt. But Pharoah didn’t want to release them. God 
caused a series of plagues to fall upon the Egyptians, but Pharoah hardened his heart.  
 
God told the Israelites to prepare for the last plague. They would kill a perfect lamb at the same 
time throughout the land where the Israelites lived in Egypt. They would paint the blood of the 
lamb on their doorposts and tops of their doorways.  
 
Do you see the blood dripping down the doorposts? Does it look like a cross? 
 
At the same time, the Israelites ate the lamb and waited. 
 
God passed over every blood-stained house. God passed over the unstained houses. The firstborn 
males in those houses that weren’t blood-stained died, including Pharoah’s son. 
 
“Pharaoh sent for Moses and Aaron during the night. ‘Get out!’ he ordered. ‘Leave my people—and take the rest of 

the Israelites with you! Go and worship the LORD as you have requested.’” Exodus 12:31 (NLT) 
 
Release from slavery. Release to God.  
 
Jesus is our Passover Lamb. He releases us from the slavery to sin and frees us to live for Him.  
 
Almighty God, You alone reign. You have given us vivid pictures of Your love. You are our freedom from this world 
of sin. Help us to see You at work in our lives and in the lives of Your people. Thank You for releasing us from our 
sins by sending Jesus as our Passover Lamb. Amen. 
 
Reflections 

1. Read Exodus 12. 
2. What do you learn about God in this Scripture? 
3. How will you personalize this Scripture? 

 
*Learn more about Moses beginning in Exodus 2. 
 
  



 
December 6 
 

“Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed Him stricken, smitten by God, and 
afflicted. But He was pierced for our transgressions; He was crushed for our iniquities; upon Him was the 

chastisement that brought us peace, and with His wounds we are healed.” Isaiah 53:4-5 (ESV) 
 
The Promise prophesied hundreds of years before Jesus hung on the cross cost everything. 
 
Blood dripped to the ground. His arms spread wide … piercing nails … bloody crown of thorns, 
jeering soldiers, beloved mother weeping. 
 

 “My God, My God, why have you abandoned Me? Why are You so far away when I groan for help?”  
Psalm 22:1 (NLT) 

 
On the cross, your sins, my sins, and the sins of the world were placed upon Jesus. All that flows 
from sin—grief, sorrow, sickness, and a thorn-strewn world were placed upon Jesus.  
 
Jesus was beaten beyond recognition as a man because of our sins. He paid the price that we 
owed for our sins.  
 
But His Perfect Sacrifice brought us peace with God. God sees the blood of Jesus and declares 
those who have accepted Jesus as their Lord and Savior as right with Him.  
 

The Promise. The Passover Lamb who brings freedom. 
 
Freedom from sin. Freedom from sickness. Freedom from all that limits. Freedom that brings 
peace with God. 
 

“Behold, the Lamb who takes away the sin of the world!” John 1:29 (NKJV) 
 
Our Righteous Lord, You alone are worthy of our praise. Jesus, thank You for taking our sins upon Yourself and 
paying the price for those sins. Thank You for bringing peace with God to us. Holy Spirit, help us to remember all  
the story of Christmas. Help us to remember why Jesus came into the world. Help us to behold His purity. In 
Jesus’ name, we pray, amen. 
 
Reflections 

1. Read Isaiah, chapter 53.  
2. What does the Scripture say about Jesus in this chapter? 
3. How will you personalize this chapter in relationship to Christmas? 

  



 
December 7 
 

“For You will not forsake My soul to Sheol; You will not give Your Holy One over to see corruption.”  
Psalm 16:10 (LSB) 

 
Jesus died and was laid in a borrowed tomb. But death couldn’t hold Him. Three days later, He 
rose from the dead.   
 
Sin was taken away—cast as far as the east is from the west. Death no longer has its sting. 
 
The Promise: Jesus is The Lord of life. He is Life! 
 
In Jesus, we live and move and have our being.  
 
“Christ’s love controls us. Since we believe that Christ died for all, we also believe that we have all died to our old 
life. He died for everyone so that those who receive His new life will no longer live for themselves. Instead, they will 

live for Christ, who died and was raised for them.” 2 Corinthians 5:14-15 (NLT) 
 

The word for Christ’s love is “agape.” It’s a divine love that completely gives of itself to the point 
of death. Christ’s love controls us as we surrender ourselves to Him.  
 
Why does His love control us? Because we cling to the fact that He died for us. He purchased us 
with His blood and gave us new life. And He rose to the joy of living with us forever.  
   

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.”  
2 Corinthians 5:17 (ESV) 

 
Our lives rest in the love of Jesus. 

 
Lord of Life, thank You that Your love controls us. Father, we’re still in this world, and many times, we get caught 
up in the hectic times we are living in. Cause us to pause and remember that Your steadfast love endures forever. We 
want to behold Your love in deeper ways. Amen. 
 
Reflections 

1. Prayerfully consider how Christ’s love is controlling you. 
2. How are you living for Jesus? 
3. How does Jesus’ death and resurrection influence your thoughts about Christmas? 

  



 
December 8 
 

“Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call 
His name Immanuel [God is with us].” Isaiah 7:14 (ESV) 

 
At a time when Ahaz, king of Judah, feared that Syria and the Northern Kingdom would attack, 
God sent Isaiah to Ahaz to give him a wonderful promise of hope–hope for the nation; in 12-13 
years, the two kings of Syria and the Northern Kingdom would be conquered. Hope in the next 
decade, and hope for the future. 
 
The promise of hope remains true today. In our struggles, God is with us, and He is in control. 
 
A virgin would conceive and bear a son. Remember the woman’s seed in Genesis 3:15—the Seed 
Who would be the One to save men and women from their sin?  
 
The Promise: God With Us born of a virgin. A Son. Immanuel. God With Us. 
 
This is an impossible promise. How can a woman have a child without the seed of the man?   
 
But with God, all things are possible. 
 
Immanuel. God dwelling among us in the flesh.  
 
Immanuel. The Holy Spirit living in Christ followers. 
 
Immanuel. The Promise. 
 
Immanuel. The Gift.  
 
Immanuel. The Christmas story. 
 
Immanuel. Behold the Lamb Who takes away the sin of the world. 
 
All-powerful Father, You are Lord of the heavens and earth. You are holy and pure. You are love and life. You 
dwell with those who love You. Make us more aware of Your presence. Show Yourself to us in more vivid ways. 
We want to behold You in all that we think and do. Amen. 
 
Reflections 

1. How do you recognize God dwelling with you? 
2. Why did God give us prophecies of Jesus’ coming? 
3. What actions will you take today to acknowledge God dwelling with you? 

 
  



 
December 9 
 
“But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for 
Me One Who is to be Ruler in Israel, Whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days.” Micah 5:2 (ESV)  
 
From the small town of Bethlehem (the House of Bread) would come the Messiah. Although it 
was small, the Israelites loved the town because of its history. 
 
Bethlehem was first mentioned in Genesis 35. Rachel, Jacob’s beloved wife, travailed in 
childbirth and died. Benjamin survived, but Rachel was buried in Bethlehem.   
 
Naomi was from Bethlehem, but during a famine, her husband moved her and their two sons to 
Moab. There, the two sons married. Time passed, and Naomi’s husband died. Then, her two 
sons died. Naomi returned to Bethlehem with one of her daughters-in-law, Ruth. There, Ruth 
met Boaz, and he became her kinsman redeemer. They married and had a son, Obed, who 
became the father of Jesse, the father of David the King.  
 
God promised David that his descendant would reign as the Everlasting King, Jesus Christ. 
 
God chose Bethlehem, the city of kings, the “House of Bread,” as the birthplace of the Bread of 
Life, the King of Kings, Jesus. 
 
Bethlehem Ephrathah. “Ephrathah” means “fruitfulness” or “abundance.” Those who abide in 
the Bread of Life bear much fruit. 
 
Notice, that Jesus would come from Bethlehem Ephrathah for God, the Father.  
 
“Whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days,” (Micah 5:2c). The Messiah existed from the 
beginning of time (John 1:1). 
 

Behold, The Ruler from the ancient days. 
 
Father, You are the God who sent His Son into the world. You sent Him to a small town to become the Bread of 
Life Who would give Himself abundantly to the world. Thank You. Flood us with understanding and awe as we 
meditate on Your promises. Amen. 
 
Reflections 

1. Read Micah 5:2-4. What does the Scripture reveal about Jesus? About God? 
2. Why is this Scripture included as a prophecy of Jesus’ coming? 
3. How will you personalize this Scripture? 

 
  



 
December 10 
 

“For to us a Child is born, to us a Son is given; and the government shall be upon His shoulder, and His name 
shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” Isaiah 9:6 (ESV) 

 
Let’s deeply listen to our Wonderful Counselor, intently observe our Mighty God’s works, 
fervently pray to our Everlasting Father, and fellowship with the Prince who brings peace 
that passes understanding? 
 
A Child is born. Pause to think about Jesus entering the world through the womb of a young 
woman. In her womb, His skin appears, His brain and spinal column, eyes, ears, and arms begin 
to develop.    
 
Have you held a baby? Did you marvel at the baby’s ears? The fingers and toes? But this baby 
is the Messiah. 
 
A Son is given to us. Mary will hold God in her arms. She will nurse Him. She will watch Him 
take His first step. Joseph will teach Him carpentry. But this Son will be their Savior. 
 
A Ruler governs. This Child will carry the weight of the world upon His shoulder and be King of 
Kings. 
 
This Child’s name is Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  
 
Jesus is our Wonderful Counselor who leads us in all wisdom. He is our Mighty God who 
overcomes the world. He is our Everlasting Father, our Abba, who beckons us to approach 
Him and tell Him our hearts’ desires. Jesus reigns victoriously and is our Prince of Peace, who 
breathes on us His peace, peace with God.  

Loving Father, Thank You for giving the world Your only begotten Son, Jesus, so that we can have eternal life in 
You and in Jesus. Empower us to walk more closely with You as we prepare to celebrate Your amazing Gift. In 
Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Reflections 
1. Read Isaiah 9:2-7. What does the Scripture say about Jesus? 
2. Choose one of the titles of Jesus in this Scripture and write down all that this title means 

to you. 
3. Take your list and talk to your Father about it. 

  



 

 
 
 
 

The Gift 
 

 
“For by grace you have been saved through faith. 

 And this is not your own doing;  

it is the gift of God, not a result of works,  

so that no one may boast.”  

Ephesians 2:8-9 (ESV) 
  



 
 

December 11 
 

“And the angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. ‘And behold, you will 
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name Him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son 

of the Most High, and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David, and He will reign over the 
house of Jacob forever, and there will be no end of His kingdom.” Luke 1:30-33 (LSB) 

The promise that Gabriel revealed to Mary was unthinkable. Mary, an unmarried teenager, a 
virgin, engaged to a poor carpenter, learned that her womb would carry the Messiah, the Savior 
of Israel, the Savior of the world.  

“How can this be?” 

“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the Child to 
be born will be called Holy–the Son of God.” Luke 1:35 (ESV) 

 
The young women knew the prophecy. The Messiah would be born to a virgin. But Mary? She 
lived in Nazareth. The Messiah was to be born in Bethlehem.  
 
Would the villagers believe her story? Would Joseph? The consequences could be stoning if they 
didn’t believe her.  
 
But could it be true? Did she really speak with an angel? 
 
The Messiah—Jesus—Jehovah is salvation—Son of the Most High.  
 
In her womb? 
 

“Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” Luke 1:38 (ESV) 
 

My King. My salvation. My Lord. 
 
Loving Father, thank You for Mary’s willing heart. Thank You that she was willing to face the doubt of the 
villagers and the doubt of Joseph. Thank You for strengthening and equipping Mary for what was to come. You are 
faithful and true. Strengthen us and equip us to honor You and bless the world. Amen. 
 
Reflections 

1. Read Luke 1 and imagine yourself as Mary. How would you react to the angel’s message? 
2. What does the Scripture reveal about God? 
3. How can you apply Luke 1 to your current life situation? 

  



 
December 12 
 

“He will turn many of the sons of Israel back to the Lord their God. And he will go before Him in the spirit and 
power of Elijah, TO TURN THE HEARTS OF THE FATHERS BACK TO THE CHILDREN, and the 
disobedient to the attitude of the righteous, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” Luke 1:16-17 (LSB) 

Zacharias entered the sanctuary of the Lord to offer incense. An angel of the Lord appeared by 
the altar of incense.  

“Your prayer has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will call him John.”  
Luke 1:13 (ESV) 

He questioned the angel and because of his unbelief, he was mute until John was born. 

When Zacharias returned to his home, Elizabeth became pregnant. 

Disgrace for years. Now favor. 

For five months Elizabeth hid herself and marveled at how God had favored her. Her baby 
wasn’t just a son—he was the one who would prepare the way for the Messiah! He was the one 
who would baptize the people with a baptism of repentance for their sins. He was the man who 
would baptize the Messiah! 

During her sixth month of pregnancy, Mary appeared at her door.  

“And how has it happened to me, that the mother of my Lord would come to me? For behold, when the sound of 
your greeting reached my ears, the baby leaped in my womb for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would 

be a fulfillment of what had been spoken to her by the Lord.” Luke 1:43-45 (LSB) 

Two women in whom God had worked miraculously. One older woman who had probably 
endured the gossip of others because of her barrenness. One young woman who was going to 
face the head wagging of judging villagers because of her unmarried pregnancy.  

God uniquely prepared these two women for ministering to each other. 

Lord, You bless us in ways that are unimaginable. You equip us to minister to others. While You are stretching us 
and preparing us to help others, cause us to recognize what You are doing. Help us to be an Elizabeth to the young 
women You place in our paths. Amen. 
 
Reflections 

1. Read Luke 1:5-25. What does the Scripture reveal about Zacharias and Elizabeth? 
2. How has God prepared you to minister to others? 
3. How will you apply this devotion to your preparation for Christmas? 

  



 
December 13 
 

“Mary said, ‘My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for He has looked on the 
humble estate of His servant. For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed; for He who is mighty 

has done great things for me, and holy is His name.’” Luke 1:46-49 (ESV) 

After Gabriel visited Mary, she went to see Zacharias and Elizabeth (who was pregnant with 
John the Baptist). 

When Mary arrived, John leaped in Elizabeth’s womb, and Elizabeth greeted Mary. 

“Blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord.” 
 Luke 1:45 (ESV) 

Praising God and rejoicing, Mary proclaimed that she believed the promise.  

She did not understand how the promise would unfold. She did not know that she would give 
birth in a stable, wrap her Son in swaddling cloths, and lay Him in a feeding trough.  

What Mary knew was that with God, all things were possible. What Mary knew was that what 
was impossible for her, was possible with God. 

Mary remembered how God had worked in the nation of Israel. Mary recounted the promises, 
the strength, the provision of God, and she knew that her God was mighty and had done great 
things for her. 

Mary believed God for the impossible. Do you? 

Mighty God and Father, we magnify You as Lord of all. Thank You for using frail vessels like Mary, and like us, 
to watch impossibility turn into possibility. We believe; help our unbelief. Have Your way with us today. In Jesus’ 
name we pray. Amen. 

Reflections 
1. Read Luke 1:46-56. What does the Scripture reveal about Mary’s faith? 
2. Personalize Luke 1:46-56 and make it your prayer. 
3. How will you apply this Scripture today? 

 
  



 
December 14 
 

“She gave birth to her firstborn Son and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths and laid Him in a manger, because 
there was no place for them in the inn.” Luke 2:7 (ESV) 

 
Caesar Augustus had decreed that all the Roman Empire would participate in a census for the 
purpose of taxation. Each person must travel to their own city. Joseph was a descendant of King 
David and was from the city of Bethlehem, 80 miles from Nazareth. 
 
Pregnant Mary went with Joseph. Place yourself in Mary’s sandals. The Bible doesn’t indicate 
that she rode a donkey. Whether Mary walked the entire way or was able to ride for part of the 
way, she must have been very uncomfortable. 
 
When Mary and Joseph arrived in Bethlehem, the small town must have been swarming with 
people, and there was no room for them. Some believe that the Son of God was born in a cave 
where animals were kept. Others believe that He was born in a poor person’s home where the 
animals were kept downstairs. Others imagine that Jesus was born in the courtyard of the inn. 
 
We know that Mary wrapped Jesus in long strips of cloth, the custom in those days. She laid Him 
in a manger. Mangers were feeding troughs for the animals.   
 
I wonder what Mary was thinking. Just a few months before, she had praised and magnified the 
Lord for the great things He had done for Israel and for honoring her with carrying the Messiah 
in her womb.  
 
The Savior of the world now lay in a feeding trough.  
 
Soon, shepherds would arrive. People thought shepherds were dishonest. They were the outcasts 
and sinners.  
 

“Oh, how my soul praises the Lord. How my spirit rejoices in God my Savior! For He took notice of His lowly 
servant girl, and from now on all generations will call me blessed.” Luke 1:46-48 (NLT) 

 
I wonder what Mary was thinking. 
 
God, our LORD, You delight in bringing honor to the humble and lowly. May we not judge as the world judges. 
May we see our circumstances as Your good plans for us. Empower us to understand others as You understand 
them. Lord, we want to comprehend Your ways. In Jesus’ name, amen. 
 
Reflections 

1. Read Luke 1:46-56 and Luke 2:1-20. How would you have reacted if you had been 
Mary? 

2. What do the Scriptures reveal about God? About Mary? 
3. How will you personalize this devotion? 

  



 
December 15 
 
“And the angel said to them, ‘Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 
For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: 
you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly there was with the angel a 

multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among 
those with whom He is pleased!’” Luke 2:10-14 (ESV) 

 
Shepherds were watching their flocks in the night. Some think the shepherds were tending the 
sheep that would be sacrificed in the temple. In a few years, the Savior would be sacrificed as the 
Lamb of God.  
 
The darkness of the night was pierced by the light of the angels. The silence broken by a 
multitude of the heavenly host praising God.  
 
Fear struck the shepherds. But there was nothing to fear. There was great joy to be experienced. 
 
The Messiah had come!  
 
“Let’s go see our Savior.”  
 
They hurried to Bethlehem and beheld the baby in wonder. Soon, everyone they saw had heard 
the news and wondered at what the shepherds told them. The shepherds returned to their flocks 
praising the Lord. 
 

“But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart.” Luke 2:19 (ESV) 
 

Light pierced darkness. Praise broke silence. Messiah has come! 
 
God of Wonders, You honor the lowly and elevate them. You use the unlikely to herald Your great works and Your 
majesty. We treasure all that You have done through Jesus and all that You are doing through us. Use us, Lord, for 
Your glory. Amen. 
 
Reflections 

1. Read Luke 2:8-21. What does the Scripture imply about God? What does the Scripture 
say about the shepherds? 

2. Does Mary intrigue you? How? 
3. How will you personalize this devotion? 

  



 
December 16 
 

“Now Master, You are releasing Your slave in peace, According to Your word. For my eyes have seen Your 
salvation, Which You prepared in the presence of all peoples, A LIGHT FOR REVELATION TO THE 

GENTILES, And for the glory of Your people Israel.” Luke 2:29-32 (LSB) 
 
On the eighth day after Jesus was born, Mary and Joseph took Him to the temple to consecrate 
Him to the Lord.  The Old Testament law required that the firstborn male would be dedicated 
to the Lord.  
 
The parents were to offer a lamb and a pigeon as a sacrifice. However, if the couple was very 
poor, two turtledoves could be offered instead. Mary and Joseph offered two turtledoves, for they 
were very poor. 
 
In the temple, they met Simeon. Tradition says that Simeon was 113 years old. The Holy Spirit 
had revealed to him that he would not die until he beheld the Messiah.  
 
A poor carpenter, a young woman, and a baby entered the temple. The Holy Spirit led him into 
the temple, and he took the baby into his arms. Was this the picture of the Messiah that Simeon 
imagined? 
 

“Lord, now You are letting Your servant depart in peace, according to Your word; for my eyes have seen Your 
salvation that You have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles,  

and for glory to Your people Israel.” Luke 2:29-32 (ESV) 
 

Salvation for all people. A Light to the Gentiles. Glory to Israel. 
 
Glorious Lord, Your ways are not our ways. Your ways are astounding. You take the poor, the old, the young, the 
lowly and You bless them abundantly. Teach us to see the blessing and glory in the unlikely. Amen. 
 
Reflections 

1. Read Luke 2:22-35. What is revealed about God in this Scripture? What is revealed 
about Simeon? 

2. Read Luke 2:36-38. What is revealed about Anna? 
3. How will you meditate on these Scriptures as you prepare to celebrate Christmas? 

 
  



 
December 17 
 

“And He said to them, ‘Why is it that you were searching for Me? Did you not know that I had to be in  
My Father’s house?” Luke 2:49 (LSB) 

 
We have this one story about Jesus’ childhood. We know that He was like no other child. 
Imagine. A child who didn’t rebel. A sinless little boy.  
 
Imagine. A boy who was hungry to know more about the Father. A boy who always obeyed. A 
boy who grew strong and wise. A boy who obviously enjoyed God’s favor. 
 
When Jesus was 12 years old, He traveled with Mary and Joseph to Jerusalem for the Feast of the 
Passover. After the Feast, Mary and Joseph began their journey back to Nazareth. They thought 
Jesus was with the group of travelers. But He wasn’t with them. He was with the teachers in 
Jerusalem.  
 
Mary and Joseph returned to Jerusalem, and after three days, they found Him in the temple 
listening and asking questions of the teachers. All were astounded by His wisdom. 
 
“Did you not know that I had to be in My Father’s house?” 
 
Even at the age of 12, Jesus understood that He had a mission from God, and He called God His 
Father.  
 

“And His mother treasured up all these things in her heart.” Luke 2:51b (ESV) 
 

How would you have responded to Jesus? 
 

Jesus was found in His Father’s House.  
Reflections 

1. Read Luke 2:41-52. What does the Scripture reveal about Jesus? What does the 
Scripture reveal about Mary? 

2. Jesus understood the work that God had given Him to accomplish. What is the work that 
God has given you? 

3. How does this devotion influence how you prepare for Christmas? 
  



 

 
 
 
 

Walk 
 
 
 

“For You have delivered my soul from death,  

yes, my feet from falling,  

that I may walk before God  

in the light of life.”  
Psalm 56:13 (ESV) 

 
  



 
December 18 
 

“When He began His ministry, Jesus Himself was about thirty years of age, being, as was supposed, the Son of 
Joseph, the Son of Eli, … the Son of Jacob, the Son of Isaac, the Son of Abraham, the Son of Terah, the Son of 
Nahor, ... the Son of Enosh, the Son of Seth, the Son of Adam, the Son of God.” Luke 3:23, 34, 38 (LSB) 

 
In biblical times, the Jews paid particular attention to their genealogies. Rights to property 
hinged upon the specific tribe and family a person belonged to. Standing within families 
depended upon whether the son was born first or tenth. 
 
Luke and Matthew traced the genealogy of Jesus. Matthew traced Jesus’ genealogy through 
Mary, the mother of Jesus. Luke traced His family tree through His stepfather, Joseph. 

“the Son of Melea, the Son of Menna, the Son of Mattatha, the Son of Nathan, the Son of David,” Luke 3:31. 

Jesus’ lineage includes King David. Jesus is entitled to rule on earth. 

“the Son of Jacob, the Son of Isaac, the Son of Abraham, the Son of Terah, the Son of Nahor,” Luke 3:34. 

God promised Abraham that He would make a great nation from the seed of Abraham and that 
through Abraham’s descendants, God would bless the earth, Genesis 12:1. Jesus’ ancestry 
qualified Him to minister to the nation of Israel. 
 
“the Son of Enos, the Son of Seth, the Son of Adam, the Son of God.” Luke 3:38 
 
The first Adam sinned. Jesus is the Second Adam. Jesus knew no sin. 
 
God reveals Jesus as The Perfect Son. The One Who Takes Away the Sins of the World. The 
Son of God. 
 

Each of the families in the genealogy of Jesus has a story – a story about God. 
 
Heavenly Storyteller, thank You for Your story of love. Thank You for weaving our stories into the lives of others 
and, more importantly, with the life of Jesus, for He is the True Life. Show us more of Your story in our life’s 
story. Amen.  
 
Reflections 

1. Slowly read Luke 3:23-38. This is the genealogy of Jesus through Joseph. What do the 
names of those you recognize tell you about Jesus? 

2. Slowly read Matthew 1:1-17. This is the genealogy of Jesus through Mary. What do the 
names of those you recognize tell you about Jesus? 

3. What does beholding Jesus through His genealogy tell you about your preparations for 
Christmas? 

  



 
December 19 
 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He has anointed Me to proclaim good news to the poor.  
He has sent Me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind,  

to set at liberty those who are oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” Luke 4:18-19 (ESV)  
 

One Sabbath, Jesus entered the synagogue in His hometown, Nazareth. He read from the scroll 
of Isaiah (Isaiah 61:1). 
 
He sat down and said, “The Scripture you’ve just heard has been fulfilled this very day!” Luke 4:21b (NLT) 
 
The people knew that this Scripture was a prophecy of the coming Messiah who would set up 
His kingdom. 
 
“Does He really mean that He is the Anointed One? That the Holy Spirit is upon Him? Is this THE 
PROPHET?” 

“How can this be? Isn’t this Joseph’s son?” Luke 4:22b (NLT) 

Jesus said, “But I tell you the truth, no prophet is accepted in His own hometown,” Luke 4:24 (NLT). 
 
Jesus reminded them that Elijah was sent to a foreign woman, the widow of Zarephath, during a 
three-and-a-half-year drought, 1 Kings 17:9.  
 
He reminded them that Elisha healed a Syrian leper, Naaman, although there were many lepers 
in Israel, 2 Kings 5:1. 
 
When the people heard this, they jumped up and mobbed Jesus, but He passed through the 
crowd and went to Capernaum to teach. 
 
They missed His message—the Good News—the eye-opening liberty and favor of Jesus’ coming. 
 

Do we sometimes miss the Good News of Jesus? 
 

O LORD, we don’t want to misunderstand You. We want to understand the Good News of Your coming. In the 
Good News is life and liberty. We want to see and comprehend Your liberty. You have freed Your followers from 
our slavery to sin. Your favor is upon us. We praise Your name. Amen. 
 
Reflections 

1. Read Luke 4:16-30. What does the Scripture say about Jesus? About the people? Can 
you identify with the people? 

2. Read Isaiah 61:1-2. Jesus doesn’t quote the last part of verse 2. Do you know why? Read 
the rest of the chapter. Remember, the Scriptures speak of the day that they were written 
in and the future. 

3. Ask the Holy Spirit to show you if you have missed the full meaning of the Good News. 



 
December 20 
 
“And He went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and 

healing every disease and every affliction among the people. So His fame spread throughout all Syria, and they 
brought Him all the sick, those afflicted with various diseases and pains, those oppressed by demons, those having 

seizures, and paralytics, and He healed them.” Matthew 4:23-24 (ESV) 
 
Teacher, Healer, Son of God, Messiah, Jehovah is Salvation, Prince of Peace, Miracle Worker, 
Promise Keeper, Wind and Sea Tamer, Kinsman Redeemer, Forgiver, Death Conqueror, 
Friend. I know you can add more titles. This is our Jesus. 
 
The One who roamed the country preaching the Good News—news that God loves His people 
and has made a way for them to enter a relationship with God through His Son, Jesus. 
 
Jesus took the scrolls of the Scriptures and revealed the gospel of the kingdom.  
 
His ministry message? “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” Matthew 4:17 (ESV) 
 
He proclaimed the Gospel with compassion.  
 
The Teacher was a man of compassion. He raised the dead, gave sight to the blind, touched the 
leper with healing, fed the multitudes, walked on water, turned water to wine, cast out demons, 
calmed the seas and winds, and much more – all in the name of His Father. 
 
This Healer would heal our relationship with His Father and bring peace. This Miracle Worker 
was the Way, the Truth, and the Life.   
 
The Son of God did not wait for the people to come to Him. He walked miles and miles to teach 
and proclaim the Good News. He ate with the people. He touched the sick. He held the children. 
He fed the hungry. He prayed all night. He gave to the point of exhaustion. He gave Himself.  
 

Living Love and Loving Life. 
 
Father, thank You for sending Your Son to teach and proclaim the Gospel of the Kingdom. Jesus, thank You for 
Your compassion and love. You are a personal Savior Who desires to be a part of our everyday lives. Help us to 
invite You into those ordinary parts of our days. With You, they will no longer be ordinary, but extraordinary. We 
love You. Amen. 
 
Reflections 

1. Think about a time when Jesus showed you special compassion. Stop and thank Him. 
2. What is the Holy Spirit teaching you about Jesus today? 
3. Will you invite Jesus into your everyday activities? 

  



 
December 21 
 

“Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent Me, even so I am sending you.’ And when 
He had said this, He breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit.’” John 20:21-22 (ESV) 

 
After Jesus had risen from the dead, He commissioned His disciples to go into all the world 
making disciples, baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and teaching 
them to observe all that He had taught them (Matthew 28:19-20).  
 
But Jesus didn’t leave them on their own. He gave them the Holy Spirit Who would guide them 
in all that they would do and say.  
 
The Holy Spirit has been given to every believer to teach us, correct us, refine our prayers, give 
us the words to say when we need them, and much more. The Holy Spirit multiplies our 
knowledge of God and transforms our minds.  
 
The Holy Spirit produces fruit in our lives. Love. Joy. Peace. Patience. Kindness. Goodness. 
Faithfulness. Gentleness. Self-Control.  
 
The Holy Spirit gives us peace. In the middle of the hurricanes of life, we can be in the eye of the 
hurricane—still, at peace, as we watch the whirling winds and waters around us. 
 

Peace that passes understanding. Peace that guards our hearts and minds. 
 
Thank You, Father, for the Holy Spirit. Holy Spirit, You give us peace in the chaos. You correct us when we step 
off the path God has set before us. You teach us more about God, and You give us the words to say, when we need 
them. Thank You. Amen. 
 
Reflections 

1. Read Galatians 5:16-25. What do you learn about the Holy Spirit? 
2. What fruit is the Holy Spirit producing in your life? 
3. How does thinking about the Holy Spirit influence how you prepare for Christmas? 

 
  



 
December 22 
 

“Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands, and that He had come from God and was 
going back to God, rose from supper. He laid aside His outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it around His 

waist. Then He poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel 
that was wrapped around Him.” John 13:3-5 (ESV) 

 
In biblical times, the people wore sandals, and the roads were dusty. When a person entered the 
house, the lowest ranking servant poured water into a basin and washed the person’s feet.  
 
The disciples entered the Upper Room and approached the low table. There, they reclined, 
leaning on one elbow, extending their feet away from the table, and enjoyed the meal. 
 
There was the basin by the door. But no one had touched it.  Jesus rose from the table, removed 
His outer garment, wrapped a towel around His waist, and knelt at the first disciple’s feet. 
 
Perhaps a heavy silence fell upon the room as Jesus poured the water into the basin and loosened 
a disciple’s sandals. 
 
I wonder what Jesus thought as He poured the water. Did He think of pouring His life into the 
disciples for three years and pouring out His blood on the cross, bathing His followers in His 
righteousness? 
 
Each disciple set apart, chosen by Jesus, bathed by Jesus, washed by Jesus, served by Jesus. 
 
Jesus stands. I wonder if He thinks, “I have loved you with an everlasting love.” Jeremiah 31:3b (ESV) 
 
He removes the towel, puts on His outer garment, and He sits down. 
 

“You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so I am. If I then, your Lord and Teacher,  
have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have given you an example,  

that you also should do just as I have done to you.” John 13:13-15 (ESV) 
 
Jesus served His disciples and bathed them in His righteousness. Their walk was washed. They 
were filled with His grace. They learned how to receive the gift of Jesus.  
 

Bathed in righteousness and commissioned to serve. 
 
LORD and Teacher, we have walked through this dirty and sinful world, and some of the sin has stuck to us. You 
are pure and clean; yet, You have chosen to cleanse us so that we may commune with You, becoming one with You. 
Thank You. Give us Your servant’s heart and cause us to delight in washing our sisters’ and brothers’ feet. Amen. 
 
Reflections 

1. Read John 13:1-20. What does the Scripture reveal about Jesus? 
2. What do you learn about yourself from this Scripture? 
3. How does this Scripture influence your thoughts about Christmas?  



 
December 23 
 

“When Jesus had spoken these words, He lifted up His eyes to heaven, and said, “Father, the hour has come; 
glorify Your Son that the Son may glorify You, since You have given Him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life 

to all whom You have given Him. And this is eternal life, that they know You, the only true God,  
and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.” John 17:1-3 (ESV) 

 
Knowing what the next few hours held for Him, Jesus prayed to the Father. Before Him, were 
the betrayal, the illegal trials, the slaps, the spitting, the mocking, the scourging, the nails 
pounding into His hands and feet, the sins laid upon the Perfect Sacrifice, the Passover Lamb, 
the wrath upon those sins. The release of His Spirit, the tomb, and the resurrection after three 
days. 
 
This was His hour … the hour that would give eternal life to all people who God had given to 
Jesus. Life knowing God and Jesus.  
 
This was the hour that God would glorify His Son, Jesus. This was the hour that Jesus would take 
away sins, paying the price that you and I owe. This was the hour when Jesus would redeem us 
… the hour that would bring forgiveness … that hour that would conquer death. 
 
As He prayed about His hour, Jesus turned His thoughts to His disciples and you and me.  
 
“As You sent Me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. And for their sake I consecrate myself, that they 
also may be sanctified in truth. I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in Me through their 
word, that they may all be one, just as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You, that they also may be in us, so that 

the world may believe that You have sent Me.” John 17:18-21 (ESV) 
 
For the joy of being one with you and me, Jesus endured the cross. On the cross, He took your 
sins and my sins upon Himself. He paid the price that you and I owe for our sins—death and 
separation from His Father. He poured out His life’s blood. Forgiveness dripped from the cross.   
 
Three days later, Jesus rose from the dead. The victorious King of Kings conquered death. 
 
Lord, we cannot imagine the suffering of Jesus. He gave His all for us. Jesus, thank You for freeing us from our 
sins and conquering death. What joy, what peace, what freedom You have given us! Thank you. Amen. 
 
Reflections 

1. Prayerfully read John 17. What does the chapter tell you about God? About Jesus? 
2. Have you accepted Jesus’ forgiveness? Do you know Him as your Savior? If you would 

like to accept Him as your Savior, please read the next devotion. 
3. Throughout your day, prayerfully remember Jesus praying for you as He faced the cross. 

What action will you take as a result? 
  



 
December 24 
 
“For God loved the world so much that He gave His one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him will 

not perish but have eternal life.” John 3:16 (NLT) 
 
The Creator of the Universe lovingly formed you and me. He knew His plans for you before you 
were formed, and they were good. 
 
In God, there is no wickedness, only good. He is holy and pure and cannot tolerate sin. Sin is 
disobeying God’s law and rebelling against Him. 
 
We’ve all sinned, but there’s hope. God made a way to approach Him and live in His presence 
forever. We can die to our sin and live to Christ, for Jesus is the Resurrection and the Life.  
 
Learn from God’s Word: 

• “For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious standard.” Romans 3:23 (NLT) 
• “For the wages [price] of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life through Christ Jesus our 

Lord.” Romans 6:23 (NLT) 
• “But God showed His great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still sinners.” 

Romans 5:8 (NLT) 
• “If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the 

dead, you will be saved.” Romans 10:9 (NLT) 
• “For Everyone who calls on the name of the LORD will be saved.” Romans 10:13 (NLT)  
• “Therefore, since we have been made right in God’s sight by faith, we have peace with God because of 

what Jesus Christ our Lord has done for us.” Romans 5:1(NLT) 
• “So now there is no condemnation for those who belong to Christ Jesus. And because you belong to Him, 

the power of the life-giving Spirit has freed you from the power of sin that leads to death.” 
 Romans 8:1-2 (NLT) 

• “And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love. Neither death nor life, neither 
angels nor demons, neither our fears for today nor our worries about tomorrow–not even the powers of hell 
can separate us from God’s love. No power in the sky above or in the earth below–indeed, nothing in all 
creation will ever be able to separate us from the love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
Romans 8:38-39 (NLT) 

 
Jesus IS the Promised One Who Brings Everlasting Life! 

 
Will you accept Him as your Lord today? 
 
  



 
Pray this prayer. 
 
God, I have sinned and fallen short of Your glory. I can’t live up to Your standards, but I believe Your promise that 
You sent Your only begotten Son, Jesus, into the world. I can’t pay the price for my sins, but Jesus never sinned, 
and He came into the world to pay the price I couldn’t pay. Jesus, take my sins and cast them as far as the east is 
from the west. You gave up Your life on the cross for me. You rose from the dead on the third day and You’re 
speaking to the Father on my behalf. I turn from my sins and give You my life. I accept You, Jesus, as my Lord 
and Savior. I’m Yours, Jesus. Guide me and teach me. In Jesus’ name, I pray, amen. 
 
If you prayed that prayer, the Bible tells us that the angels are rejoicing in heaven. We are 
rejoicing with them. 
 
Please let Karen Roberts know that you accepted Jesus as your Savior. Email her at 
Karen@ccbeaumont.org. 
 
Welcome to the Family! 
 
Reflections 

1. If you have known Jesus as your Savior for a while, it is always good to review the 
Scriptures above. Is there one Scripture that especially ministers to you? Thank the Lord 
for that Scripture. 

2. Prayerfully ask the Lord if there’s someone He wants you to share God’s Good News 
with.  

3. What action will you take today? 
 
 
  



 

 
 
 
 

The Life 
 
 
 

“And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding,  

so that we may know Him Who is true;  

and we are in Him Who is true,  

in His Son Jesus Christ.  

He is the true God and eternal life.”  
1 John 5:20 (ESV) 

  



 
December 25 
 
“In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. … And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 

have seen His glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. ...  
For from His fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.” John 1:4, 14, 16 (ESV) 

 
One day, Jesus stepped out of eternity into time to dwell with men and women. His 
lovingkindness caused Jesus to shed His glory for a time, enter the skin of a baby, grow up in a 
small town, and walk the hillsides of this earth on His way to die on the cross to pay the price for 
our sins. 
 
The Light of the World walked among men and women. They observed the Light, the colors of 
His glory, but like the time lapse of photography, the colors and light blurred their vision—a 
colorful tapestry of purity and glory that they loved to be around. Yet, they did not comprehend 
this Light, His glory. 
 
Not until His work was finished on the cross, and He was raised from the dead were men and 
women able to understand this Light. 
 
The Light of the World came to offer eternal life with Him—a free gift to men and women, but 
this gift cost Jesus everything. 
 
The gift of Christmas. A gift of the Light of the World. A gift of His everlasting love. 
 

An incomprehensible gift of lovingkindness! 
 
Light of the World, shine in our hearts as we reflect upon Your miracle birth and Your gift that bestows everlasting 
life through Your love. Thank You for Your gift. We pray for wisdom as we behold the glory of Your light. 

 
How will you celebrate the Light of the World today? 

  



 
December 26 
 

“Come to Me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you, and learn 
from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  

For My yoke is easy, and My burden is light.” Matthew 11:28-30 (ESV) 
 
Long hours, increasing demands, 24/7 responsibilities! It seems like our world is on fire. Is our 
running from one demand to another getting us where we want to go?  
 
There is a better way … a better life. 
 
Jesus says “Come.” He will refresh us. He will quiet us. He will give us a patient expectation of 
the “more” that we need from Him.  
 
Tradition has it that Joseph was a finisher of yokes for oxen. Two oxen worked together, and 
their yokes were fashioned specifically for each ox. The lead ox would pull the heavier weight.  
 
What if we took Jesus’ yoke upon us and let Him lead us in the work that we do? 
 
He is gentle, and with Him the work that God has prepared for us to accomplish is easy, and the 
burden is light.  
 
All that we need to do is “Come.” Come to Jesus … just as we are … broken … sinners … 
exhausted … take His yoke … learn of Him … find rest. 
 

With Jesus, the burden is light. Jesus gives us an abundant life and rest. 
 
Gentle Savior, in You, we have rest. Jesus, we come to You just as we are. Cause us to pause and reflect upon Your 
goodness, accept Your rest, learn from You, and allow You to lead us. Amen. 
 
Reflections 

1. Does your “to-do” list grow by the minute? Talk to God about that list.   
2. Ask God what rest looks like in your life. 
3. What actions will you take today? 

  



 
December 27 
 
“And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give your bodies to God because of all He has done for you. 
Let them be a living and holy sacrifice - the kind He will find acceptable. This is truly the way to worship Him. 
Don't copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new person by changing the 

way you think. Then you will learn to know God's will for you, which is good and pleasing and perfect.”  
Romans 12:1-2 (NLT) 

 
We trusted God with our eternal lives when we accepted Jesus as our Savior.  
 
We’ve dug into God’s Word. We’ve dealt with our spiritual lives. But have we dealt with our 
bodies and minds? What better time to do this than after we’ve spent weeks meditating upon the 
Life-Giver?  
 
“Don’t you realize that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, who lives in you and was given to you by God? 

You do not belong to yourself, for God bought you with a high price. So you must honor God with your body.”  
1 Corinthians 6:19-20 (NLT) 

 
Our bodies are the temple of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is a gift that God gave to us. The 
Holy Spirit lives in us. He teaches us, convicts us of our sins, comforts us, and much more.  
 
We are new creations in Christ, the old has passed, the new life has come. (2 Corinthians 5:17) 
 
We are God's own precious possession. Let’s worship Him with our bodies. Let’s allow Him to 
transform us and change the way we think. 
 

We give God our bodies as living and holy sacrifices … worship. 
 
Lord, You are life and all we need. We lay down our bodies and minds as living sacrifices trusting You to 
transform us. Equip us to honor and glorify You. In Jesus' name, amen.  
 
Reflections 

1. Prayerfully give your body to the Lord and ask Him to transform you. 
2. How are you worshipping God? 
3. What action will you take today? 

  



 
December 28 
 

“Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.’” 
John 14:6 (ESV) 

 
There’s a path that leads from ho-hum to inside-out. It’s a path to more— more joy, more 
wisdom, more blessings, more love, more God.  
 
Do you feel like your walk through life is filled with many twists, turns, and tangles?  
 
I’ve been there. There have been times when I cried out to God, “I don’t know what to do! I don’t 
know what You want me to do. I think You’re telling me to walk this way. If You’re not guiding me this way, slam 
the door shut.”  
 
Have you prayed that prayer?  
 
God is faithful, and He will open the door wider or slam it shut if you ask Him. Trust Him. Jesus 
is the path to God, our heavenly Father, and in Jesus is complete truth, the truth that leads to life 
eternal.  
 
If we want to know the way, the truth, and the life, we must get closer to Jesus.  
 
Meditate on the truth that God loved us so much that He gave us the ultimate gift. God gave His 
own dear Son, so that we might be free from sin. Does that fact take your breath away?  
 
Our Creator asks us to abide in His Word and promises to reveal His Divine Truth, Truth that 
will set us free from sin.  
 

Truth leads the way. Truth gives life. 
 
Jesus, turn our hearts inside-out as you lead us on the True Path ... we want to walk in Your way, Your truth, 
Your life. In Your name, we pray. Amen.  
 
Reflections 

1. Read John 14. What does the Scripture reveal about the way, truth, and life? 
2. What actions will you take to get closer to Jesus? 
3. How has this month of preparing to celebrate Jesus changed you? 

 
  



 
December 29 
 

“For you died to this life, and your real life is hidden with Christ in God.” Colossians 3:3 (NLT) 
 
What does dying to this life mean? I can’t talk like I used to? I have to control my anger? I can’t 
gossip? Is following Jesus about all “I can’t”? 
 
In the new life, greed, anger, lust, and other worldly desires aren’t as attractive as they once were.  
 
Have you seen an almond blossom? It’s one of the first blossoms to appear in California. The 
blossoms beckon to the honeybees, “Come, delight in my pollen and nectar, produce sweet 
honey, and bless the world.” In return, the bees pollinate the blossoms. 
 

Sweet honey from new life. That is what happens in a Christian’s life. 
 
Soon, the blossom petals fall and die. In their place, buds form.  
 
We cling to Jesus as the buds cling to the tree branches; the buds form hulls. We’re still protecting 
ourselves from potential hurts. 
 
But as we learn of Jesus and grow as Christians, our hull begins to open. The Holy Spirit is 
transforming us.  
 
With time, the hull falls to the ground. But a hard shell was underneath the hull; it’s protecting 
the heart of the fruit, the almond. As we walk with Jesus, the hard shell cracks.  
 
Eventually, we crack open the shell and marvel at the once-hidden almond. We pop it into our 
mouth and give another to a friend.  
 

Our new life has become a life that nourishes others. 
 
We look up and see the Father of Lights smiling down on us. He showers every spiritual blessing 
on us, and we cling to the Branch of Life as He produces more fruit. 
 

Honey and fruit, nutrition and beauty flourish in the new life hidden in Jesus. 
 
Father of Lights, You are a patient Father, for You know the fruit You are growing in us. We delight in Your 
goodness. Help us to be patient as we grow in You. We want to bring beauty and nourishment to this world and 
glorify You. In Jesus’ name, we pray, amen. 
 
Reflections 

1. How is God growing fruit and nourishment in you? 
2. Make a list of how God has grown you in 2022.  
3. Talk to God about your list. 

  



 
December 30 
 
“Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. So we have come to know and 

to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God,  
and God abides in Him.” 1 John 4:15-16 (ESV) 

 
God lives in those who openly declare that Jesus is God’s Son.  
 
Have you noticed that most people post happy photos and thoughts about themselves on social 
media? We try to paint ourselves as extraordinarily beautiful, successful, and happy. We declare 
ourselves other than who we are. Do we sometimes do that when we talk about God?  
 
God is love ... We believe that ... Are we abiding in love?  
 
Abiding in love. The word “abide” means to continue, to last, to endure. The word “agape” refers 
to divine love, a love that gives itself away. When we abide in love, we continually give ourselves 
away.  
 
Abiding love. That’s God’s story, and it’s our story. It’s a gritty love. Love never gives up. Love 
never fails. Love is eternal life with the Godhead.  
 

God is love … God abides in Jesus ... God abides in us ... We abide in love. 
 
Oh God, Your lovingkindness endures forever. Our love is imperfect. It’s like a baby’s cry for milk. But Your love 
nourishes for eternity. Your love abides in Your children. Grow our love more like Your love, a love that nourishes 
others and brings glory to You. Amen.  
 
Reflections 

1. Read 1 John 4:7-21. What does the Scripture reveal about God’s love? 
2. What is the Holy Spirit whispering to you about your love?  
3. How will you internalize this Scripture? 

  



 
December 31 
 

“Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called children of God!”  
1 John 3:1a (NKJV) 

 
Jesus brought a love into the world that the people did not understand. It was a love that would 
give its all for an everlasting relationship and peace with others. It was a love that would call His 
followers “friend.” It was a love that would suffer unimaginably and die for others. 
 

“But to all who did receive Him, who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God,  
who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.” John 1:12-13 (ESV) 

 
Jesus holds out His love gift to all who will receive it. It’s the gift of life with Him forever. It’s 
available to all who will open the gift and cherish it. It’s a gift of a forever family.  
 
Eternity in the presence of our Father. Eternity in the presence of Jesus. Eternity in the presence 
of the Holy Spirit. Eternity in the presence of His children. 
 

Eternity is now and forever in the love of the Father! 
 
Father, thank You that we are Your children. Your love is greater than we can understand. You have shown us Your 
great love through Your Son. We cherish Your love. Deepen our love for You as we walk with You. Thank You for 
a forever life with You. Amen. 
 
Reflections 

1. How has God shown His love for you in your life? Tell Him. 
2. Read 1 John 3. What does the Scripture reveal about God’s love? 
3. How will you personalize this Scripture today? 

  



 

 

 

 

 

Behold 
 
 

“One thing I have desired of the LORD,  

That will I seek:  

That I may dwell in the house of the LORD  

All the days of my life,  

To behold the beauty of the LORD,  

And to inquire in His temple.”  
Psalm 27:4 (NKJV) 

 
 
  



 
Life in the Struggle 

 

No room for Him in the inn.  
New life birthed in the struggle of chaos. 
Laid in a feeding trough. 
Visited by shepherds and wise men, 
Glorified by angels. 

Rejected by His hometown. 
Ministry prevailed in the struggle against  
  darkness. 
Nowhere to lay His head. 
Followed by sinners, and  
Promised by prophets. 

Flocked by the hurting. 
Miracles reigned in the struggle of suffering. 
In Galilee, Jerusalem, and Samaria,  
  He walked. 
Flocked by the needy,  
Sent by God.  

Accused of blasphemy. 
Teachings triumphed in the struggle  
  against legalism. 
On the mountaintop, He prayed. 
Sought by the common, and 
Proclaimed by His disciples. 

Betrayed by Judas, 
Wrath plummeted Him. 
On the cross, He paid it all. 
Mourned by His followers, and 
Placed in a tomb. 

Guarded by soldiers, 
Fear struggled for power. 
From the tomb, He rose. 
Seen by many, and 
Ascended into heaven. 
 
Loved by God, 
Continuing in the struggle of life. 
From the world, we rise. 
Not of this world, and  
Saved to eternal life. 

Gifted to us, 
Newness of life from the struggle. 
From grace, we rejoice. 
New creations, and 
Befriended by Jesus. 

 
May you behold the beauty of the LORD  

and inquire in His temple. 
 


