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A Savior Was Born For You!
"For to us a child is born, to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace." (Isaiah 9:6, ESV)

Wonderful Counselor . . . Mighty God . . . Everlasting Father . . .
Prince of Peace!
What if we prepared for Christmas in a different way this year? What if we deeply listened
to our Wonderful Counselor, intently observed our Mighty God’s works, fervently prayed to
our Everlasting Father, and fellowshipped with the Prince who brings peace that passes
understanding?
"How small a whisper do we hear of him! But the thunder of his power who can understand?"
(Job 26:14b, ESV) Listening for the loving whispers of Jesus counseling us.
"As he was drawing near—already on the way down the Mount of Olives—the whole multitude
of his disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the
mighty works that they had seen." (Luke 19:37, ESV) Observing our Mighty God's works.
"And this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you
have sent." (John 17:3, ESV). Praying for a deeper relationship with our Eternal Father.
"Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you.
Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid." (John 14:27, ESV).
Fellowshipping with the Son of God who made it possible to rest in His peace.
Jesus is our Wonderful Counselor who leads us in all wisdom. He is our Mighty God who
overcomes the world. He is our Everlasting Father, our Abba, in whom we live and move
and have our being. Jesus reigns victoriously and is our Prince of Peace!
Loving Father, Thank You for giving the world Your only begotten Son, Jesus, so that we could
have eternal life in You and in Jesus. Empower us to walk more closely with You as we prepare
to celebrate Your amazing gift. In Jesus' name, Amen.

Merry Christmas!

A Savior Was Born for You - Day 1
"In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him
was not any thing made that was made." 1 John 1:1-3 (ESV)

Eternal Word . . . Was With God . . . Was God . . . Created All
"And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory,
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth." (John 1:14, ESV)

Word Became Flesh . . . Dwelt Among Us
Glorious . . . Full of Grace and Truth
Pause for a moment and meditate upon the only begotten Son of God, the Eternal Word, the Creator
of all, entering the world in the flesh of a baby. Ponder the glory of the moment of His birth. Grace
and truth were wrapped in the flesh of this Gift from God.
"For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. . . .
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!"
(Luke 2:11, 14, ESV)
God's angels announced the birth of Jesus to the shepherds keeping watch over their sheep and broke
out in praise, glorifying God and proclaiming peace to those with whom God is pleased. The darkness
faded, the night lit up, excitement grew, feet hurried to the spot where the Savior lay, knees dropped
to the ground, and heads bowed.

Eternity in Flesh . . . The Word . . . The Savior . . . Christ the Lord . . . Our Creator
Glory to You, Lord God, for You have showered peace upon the earth. There is none like You. The
Eternal Word lived among us and brought us peace through His sacrifice on the cross. This Christmas,
we celebrate Your glorious grace that gives those who believe in Jesus what we don't deserve, knowing
You and Jesus intimately. Thank You. Amen.

Listen for the whisper of the Word. What is He telling You about Himself?
How will you respond today?

A Savior Was Born for You- Day 2
"That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes,
which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life—
the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you
the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest to us." (1 John 1:1-2, ESV)

Eternity Heard . . . Seen . . .Touched . . . Manifested . . . Testified . . . Proclaimed
"Shake his hand, Karen," Keith whispered. "He's too famous to shake my hand," I thought. "He's so
kind to travel from Manila to Clark AB to perform for free. He's too important." Sammy Davis, Jr.
turned to me, smiled, and shook my hand. "Thank you" was all I could say. I heard him sing, shook
his hand, and enjoyed a moment with him. A nice memory that didn't change me.
Imagine the disciples remembering Jesus teaching by the Sea of Galilee, performing miracles,
walking with them, washing their feet, forgiving sinners, rising from the dead, ascending into
heaven, sending the Holy Spirit to empower them. Memories that turned the world upside down.
"Let what you heard from the beginning abide in you. If what you heard from the beginning
abides in you, then you too will abide in the Son and in the Father.
And this is the promise that he made to us—eternal life." (1 John 2:24-25, ESV)

Dwelling upon the Word brings fellowship with Jesus and the Father.
"As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love." (John 15:9, ESV)
Sammy Davis, Jr. didn't know me, but he was kind to me. Jesus knows us and He loves us with a love that
sacrificed His own life to make it possible for us to live with Him forever. He is the Word of life, and His
words have penetrated the depths of our souls. His followers abide in His love and fellowship with the Father
and the Son. Memories that bring eternal life.

Wonderful Counselor, You have given the world Your words and taught us to hear them and
cause them to penetrate our souls. Thank You for loving us so much that You fellowship with
those who meditate and dwell in Your words. We cherish Your fellowship and love. Amen.
How have you listened to our Wonderful Counselor?
Pray about it.

A Savior Was Born for You - Day 3
"The Mighty One, God the LORD,
speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting.” (Psalm 50:1, ESV)
Mighty God, the LORD speaks and summons; creation obeys
Sunsets cause me to stop what I’m doing and thank God for His artistry. In Cambodia, we watched
the sunset turn Angkor Wat into a golden testament to the beauty of light. The next morning we
trekked to the 12th-century complex again to watch the sun rise quickly, filling the heavens with
pink, orange, and golden rays. Silence for awhile, smiles on us all, photos to remember, God to
thank.
The heavens and the earth declare the majesty and might of the Lord. From the ant to the elephant,
from the valley to the mountain, from the hairs upon our heads to the thoughts in those heads, they
all proclaim the One who created order, beauty, and meaning. God at work in creation and His
people.
“On God rests my salvation and my glory; my mighty rock, my refuge is God.” (Psalm 62:7, ESV)

Salvation . . . Glory . . . Mighty Rock . . . Refuge
We’ve disobeyed God and deserve separation from His holy presence. But He loves us so much that
He sent His own Son to pay the price that we owe so that we can live in His presence forever. He is
our salvation. He is our glory, and we stand upon the Rock that is higher than us. He is our hiding
place. Our Mighty God entered the world as a baby because He loves us.

Love shaped the world. Love gave His all.
Meditate upon our Mighty God and His works. In His power, Jesus entered the world as a baby. In
His power, Jesus grew in grace and truth. In His power, He was the Wonderful Counselor to
multitudes. In His power, He showed us the Everlasting Father. In His power, He brought peace
and reconciliation with God. Does our Mighty God reign in your heart?
Our Mighty God, You are all we need. You are great and powerful. You are our Creator, our
Counselor, our Father, our Peace. Your love overwhelms us. As we prepare to celebrate Your
coming, cause us to cease from our busyness and behold Your glorious love in a new way. We love You,
Amen.

Observe God at work in creation and in you. What can we learn from our
observation?
Pray about it.

A Savior Was Born for You- Day 4
"See what kind of love the Father has given to us,
that we should be called children of God; and so we are." (1 John 3:1a, ESV)
Our loving God calls us His children
Children of God! All who received Jesus as their Savior, believing in His name, were born anew by
God’s will. The Everlasting Father became our Father. He lavishly pours out His love upon us. We
don’t deserve it. His love is a gift because we abide in the words of Jesus and walk in His ways.
“That which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship
with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.”
(1 John 1:3, ESV)

Fellowship with the Father, Son, and Believers
What great love the Father has for His sons and daughters! Intimacy with the Father and Jesus as
well as each other. Our joy is found in walking in God’s light (1 John 1:7). In His light, we
fellowship with Jesus, the Father, and other believers. In His light, we are cleansed from our sins
and walk in truth and righteousness.
“God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.”
(1 Corinthians 1:9, ESV)
Our Faithful Father calls us into fellowship with His Son
What if we meditated on the love that the Father has poured out on us? Do you remember the day
you surrendered your life to Christ? Do you remember how God gently led you as He worked in
your life? Is there something you’re struggling with today? Tell Him; nothing is impossible with
God.
O Lord, we want to walk in Your light and rejoice in fellowship with You and other believers. Lord,
we’re sinners. Forgive us of our sins and cleanse us with the blood of Jesus. Thank You, Jesus, for
cleansing us, so that we can have fellowship with You forever. Amen.

How does knowing that you have fellowship with God, Jesus,
and other believers add to your joy during the Christmas season? Tell God.

A Savior Was Born for You - Day 5
"Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you.
Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.” (John 14:27, ESV)

Anxiety and fear flee from the presence of the Prince of Peace.
Jesus’s disciples thought that He would set up His kingdom on earth, But He told them that
He was about to die. In the same breath, He told them not to worry because He was leaving
them His peace. The peace of Jesus is content and certain that Jesus saves.
Disease, unrest, storms, inflation, scarcity, and uncertainty have marked this year. Yet,
God’s children can rest in the Prince of Peace. Like Paul, we can be content in sickness and
in health, storms and calm, abundance and poverty, and certainty and uncertainty.

Our Prince of Peace quiets our souls and brings rest.
"Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses
all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”
(Philippians 4:6-7, ESV)
Writing from prison, Paul exhorts the Philippians to rejoice in all things and not be anxious
about anything. How can a man in prison rejoice and not be anxious? He’s asking God for
what he needs and thanking God for the outcome. He knows that God is in control and that
God guards his heart and mind. Peace beyond our understanding.
The baby wrapped in swaddling clothes and held by His teenage mother was destined to
change the lives of fishermen, tax collectors, publicans, diseased, wealthy, and poor. His
earthly step-father, Joseph, heeded the words of Gabriel and cared for the little family even
though he did not understand what lay ahead. Fleeing to Egypt. Returning to Nazareth.
Searching for and finding Jesus in the temple after Passover and seeing Him astonish the
teachers. Joseph was content to follow God’s direction. Peace in trust.

Content . . . Trusting . . . Quiet . . . Restful
God’s Peace
Our Prince of Peace, thank You for seeing our anxiety and fear and replacing it with Your peace that
is beyond our understanding. We rest in this peace. Guard our hearts and minds. Amen.

Is the Prince of Peace reigning in your heart? Pray about it.

A Savior Was Born for You - Day 6
"Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.”
(Isaiah 7:14b, ESV)

Born of a virgin. God with us.
Young girls daydreamed about giving birth to the Messiah, the One who would bring God’s kingdom
to earth. Mary, the favored young woman, was chosen for this honor. The Holy Spirit came upon her
and the power of the Most High overshadowed her, and the Son of God was conceived (Luke 1).
Mighty God.
Mary hurried to the hill country to visit Elizabeth who was pregnant with John the Baptist. She
stayed with Elizabeth for about three months. Can you imagine their conversations as they marveled
at the miracles that God had worked in both their lives? Could Elizabeth have prepared Mary for
what she was facing? Wonderful Counselor.
Mary and Joseph were betrothed (engaged). Only divorce could break up a betrothal. Joseph
considered divorcing Mary because of her pregnancy. However, an angel appeared to him in a dream
and told him that the son she carried in her womb was conceived by the Holy Spirit, and this child,
Jesus, would save His people from their sins. Joseph took Mary as his wife but had no sexual
relations with her until after Jesus was born. Protected by the Everlasting Father.
After Jesus' birth, Mary and Joseph presented Him to the Lord at the prescribed time. Simeon, a
righteous man, came into the temple and saw Jesus. "Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in
peace, according to your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation that you have prepared in the
presence of all peoples," (Luke 2:29031, ESV) Prince of Peace who brings salvation.

Mighty God . . . Wonderful Counselor . . . Everlasting Father . . . Prince of Peace
My Mighty God surrounded me with His hedge of protection during a terrorist threat in another
country. My Wonderful Counselor prompted me to search the Scriptures to find direction. My
Everlasting Father wrapped His loving arms around me and carried me when I couldn't go forward.
My Prince of Peace guarded my heart and mind and drove anxiety and fear away.
Lord, God Almighty, there is none like You. Yours is the battle against evil. Your knowledge about one tiny cell
exceeds the entirety of the world's knowledge. Your Father's love is kind and compassionate. Your peace is
beyond understanding. We rejoice in You. We adore You. We love You. Amen.

How has Jesus served as your Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace? Make a list and praise His name.

A Savior Was Born for You- Day 7
“And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding,
so that we may know him who is true; and we are in him who is true, in his Son Jesus Christ.
He is the true God and eternal life." (1 John 5:20, ESV)

True God and Eternal Life

We know the Son of God and are in Him
The one true God, the Maker of heaven and earth, took on the nature of man while remaining fully
God. Two natures united in one person, Jesus, the Son of God and Son of Man. He is the way, the
truth, and the life (John 14:6). Jesus is the full and blessed life that is actively and vigorously
devoted to God. There is no end to this eternal life, for it was bought by Jesus as He hung on the
cross, bearing our sins. He paid the price for our sins that you and I owed. Paid in full . . . finished!

"For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost." (Luke 19:10, ESV)
Jesus brought eternal life by dying on the cross and rising victoriously.
It is finished!
"In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world,
so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved
us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins." (1 John 4:9-10, ESV)

Propitiation: Appeasement of God's Wrath + Reconciliation to God
Oh Jesus You gave Your life for us while we were still sinners. Your love is intentional,
purposeful, and self-sacrificing. You came to serve and give. That kind of love is divine. During
this season of celebrating Your birth, cause us to remember why You came into the world. By
Your death on the cross, You held out the free gift of eternal life to us - life with You forever.
We now live in You. Blessed be Your name! Amen.

What does living in Jesus look like in your life? Ask the Father.

A Savior Was Born for You
I hope that these seven days of devotions have caused you to meditate upon the reason to
celebrate Christmas and marvel at the True Gift of Christmas.

May I pray for you?
Loving Father, thank You for sending Your Son into the world to walk this earth as a man who never
sinned, fully God and fully man, united in one person. Thank You, Jesus, for paying the price for our
sins, so that we can have peace with the Father and live in fellowship with You and the Father as well
as our brothers and sisters in You. Lord, we give You our cares and fears, for You guard our hearts
and minds. Thank You for coming into the world as a baby. Thank You for Christmas. In Jesus' holy
name, amen.

"Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those
with whom he is pleased!" (Luke 2:14, ESV)
May you rejoice in the fullness of this Christmas season.

Karen Roberts
Merry Christmas!
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