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Be Strong & Courageous - God is With You
"So be strong and courageous! Do not be afraid and do not panic before them.
For the LORD your God will personally go ahead of you.
He will neither fail you nor abandon you." Deuteronomy 31:6 (NLT)

Be strong and courageous ... Don't fear ... God is in charge!
Moses was about to die on the edge of the Promised Land. Through Moses, God led the
Israelites out of slavery in Egypt, parted the Red Sea, drowned the Egyptian army,
miraculously provided water, bread, and quail for the Israelites to eat in the wilderness,
protected them, led them, and much more.
Now, it was time for them to possess the land that God had promised to them. Joshua
prepared to lead them into the Promised Land knowing that God would go before them.
Moses gathered the Israelites together to give them his final instructions. Their fathers had
refused to possess the land because of fear ... fear of the giants ... fear of the battles ahead.
God is stronger than the giants.
The battles are the Lord's!
After God commissioned Joshua to lead the people, instructing him to be strong and
courageous, God commanded Moses to write a song in Deuteronomy 32. You may want to
read it as well as Deuteronomy 31.
God is your strength and your courage. Do not fear.
God of Heaven's Armies, we trust in You, for You go before us and fight our battles. You are
ever-present and will not forsake us. Thank You. In Jesus' name, Amen.

Be strong and courageous! Together, let's walk where God leads us.
If you did not receive the August newsletter and would like to receive it, email me at

Karen@PossessHisPromises.com, and I will email you.
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God With You - Day 1
"Be strong and courageous, for you are the one who will lead these people to possess all the land I swore to their
ancestors I would give them. ... This is my command - be strong and courageous! Do not be afraid or
discouraged. For the LORD your God is with you wherever you go." Joshua 1:6, 9 (NLT)
Joshua had seen God at work through Moses. He accompanied Moses up part of the mountain of God (Mount
Sinai) when God gave Moses the Law. (Exodus 24:13) Now, he would lead the Israelites into the Promised
Land without Moses.

I was privileged to have a mentor in my profession. Whenever I had a question, I would call him and get his
advice and help. When he stepped into heaven, the position was reorganized. The reorganization didn't work,
and his original position became available several years later. I received notices and promptings to apply for
the position, but I was fearful that I would not be able to live up to expectations. The promptings kept coming,
so I told the Lord that I thought He was telling me to apply, so I applied. I asked Him to slam the door shut if
He didn't want me to fill the position. He opened the door widely. I have to admit, I wasn't courageous. That
first day, I asked the Lord what I had gotten myself into. But God was with me.

God is with you wherever you go, friend.
"So we can say with confidence, 'The LORD is my helper, so I will have no fear.
What can mere people do to me?'" Hebrews 13:6 (NLT)

God with you > God our Helper >
Strength > Courage > No fear > Action > Possessing His Promises

O LORD, You are our Helper. How can we not stand strong, for You are with us? In You, we have confidence
that we will be able to accomplish all that You have prepared for us to do. You have given us great and precious
promises, and we want to possess them all. Lord, help us. In Jesus' name, amen.

What has God prepared for you to accomplish? Are you intimidated by the task He
has asked you to do? He is with you. Be strong and courageous and step into the
promises He wants you to possess.

God With You - Day 2
"For you will be successful if you carefully obey the decrees and regulations that the
LORD gave to Israel through Moses. Be strong and courageous; do not be afraid or lose heart!"
1 Chronicles 22:13 (NLT)
King David instructed his son, Solomon, to build the Temple of the Lord to honor the name of God. Solomon
would lead the people as king of Israel and oversee the construction of the temple. David
promised Solomon that the Lord was with him and would give him success if he followed God's
decrees and regulations. The key?

Know God's Word ... Obey ... Be strong and courageous ...
Fear not ... Take heart!
Do you know how to play the piano? If you are someone like Mozart, you can sit down at the piano and play
beautifully without ever taking lessons. I'm not that gifted. I took many years of piano lessons. I had to learn
the language of music and the principles of playing the piano, even how to position my hands while playing.
When I was younger, my fingers could not stretch an entire octave, but as I grew, my fingers reached beyond
the eight notes of an octave. It took study, practice, and growth.
Israel's kings were commanded to write the law in their own handwriting and read it all the days of their lives,
Deuteronomy 17:18-20. Imagine writing the first five books of the Bible in longhand. Do you think you would
know God in a deeper way than reading a few verses a day? In addition, Solomon asked God to bless him with
wisdom and knowledge to govern Israel, and God gave him wisdom that mystified people.
"Like newborn babies, you must crave pure spiritual milk
so that you will grow into a full experience of salvation. Cry out for this nourishment,
now that you have had a taste of the Lord's kindness." 1 Peter 2:2-3 (NLT)
Crave instruction > Taste kindness > Experience fullness >

God With You!

All-knowing Father, we cry out for more than a taste of Your kindness. We want the spiritual
milk and meat that only You can provide. Cause Your Word to sink deeply into our hearts.
Empower us to be strong, courageous, confident, and full of You as we work to honor You.
Amen.
Do you crave God's nourishment that causes you to grow in the full
experience of salvation? Do you crave God's Word? Pray about it.

God With You - Day 3
"Be on guard. Stand firm in the faith. Be courageous. Be strong.
And do everything with love." 1 Corinthians 16:13-14 (NLT).
Be on guard ... Stand firm ... Be courageous ... Be strong ... Act in Love
"Don't look!"
"Look where?" Keith asked.
I should have kept quiet last week, but it was too late. A young woman stood in front of us as we
were leaving a popular warehouse store. She wore a white crocheted beach cover-up with plenty of
openings that revealed her thong bikini. Eyebrow raising at the beach. Shocking at the store.

Be on guard ... A military term.
Paul knew the culture of Corinth. Corinth was a rich city that served as a business center. The city
was known for its immorality and drunkenness. In addition, idolatry prevailed. The Temple of
Aphrodite had 1,000 female prostitutes and priestesses.
Temptation was everywhere - as it is today ... in stores ... in the workplace ... on television ... online ...
billboards ...
Temptation arrows bombard us every day, and we must be vigilant, standing firm, confronting them
in courageous strength. Yes, it is love to stand firm in righteousness.
Militaristic vigilance armed with courage and strength ...
wrapped in love.

Consider the love of God. Our holy God loves us so much that He sent His Son, Jesus, to stand firm
against evil and in victory has conquered sin and death. While in this world, we must vigilantly and
courageously stand firm, guarding ourselves and our brothers and sisters in love.
Holy God, You know Your people inside out. Make us more aware of the temptations around us and
cause us to lean on You for wisdom, courage, strength, and love. Amen.

What actions will you take to stand firm in your faith?

God With You - Day 4
"May God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord give you grace, mercy, and peace."
2 Timothy 1:2b (NLT)
Paul considered Timothy to be his spiritual son. He prayed for him night and day. Do you pray for
your sons and daughters? What is your prayer? Paul's prayer for Timothy was "grace, mercy, and
peace." He reminds Timothy of his grandmother's and mother's faith as well as Timothy's "genuine"
faith. For that reason, he urges Timothy "to fan into flames the spiritual gift God gave you when I laid
my hands on you." 2 Timothy 1:6
What's your passion? Was it always your passion? My passion slowly grew. I began reading the Bible
after I accepted Jesus as my Savior in Vacation Bible School. Soon, I fell in love with the Bible and
began to study it. Classes on how to study the Bible turned into classes on how to teach others to
study the Bible. The flames continue to grow. With it, my eagerness to share the love of God grow
with each day.
"For God has not given us a spirit of fear and timidity, but of power, love, and self-discipline."
2 Timothy 1:7 (NLT).

Power, love, self-discipline: Gifts from God!
The chapter seems to indicate that Timothy was somewhat timid. I know how Timothy felt. I have a
tendency to be an introvert and like Paul encouraged Timothy, I have to stir up the gifts that God
has given me and step out with courage to use them. It takes discipline. And it takes the power of the
Holy Spirit.
"Through the power of the Holy Spirit who lives within us, carefully guard the precious truth that has
been entrusted to you." 2 Timothy 1:14 (NLT)
You've been entrusted with the precious truth of the Gospel.

Father, teach us to fan the flames of the spiritual gifts You have entrusted to us. By Your grace,
mercy, and peace, turn our fear and timidity into power, love, and self-discipline. Amen.
Ask God what your spiritual gift is and fan its flames.

God With You - Day 5
"But Jesus spoke to them [the disciples] at once. 'Don't be afraid,' he said. 'Take courage. I am here!'"
Matthew 14:27 (NLT)

No fear, only courage with Jesus.
Jesus had healed and taught all day. It was late, and He told the disciples to feed the group of 5,000 men (not
counting the women and children with them). Jesus multiplied the 5 loaves of bread and 2 fish that they had
so that everyone became satiated, and 12 baskets were leftover. Then, Jesus sent everyone home. He told His
disciples to get in the boat and go to the other side while He went up into the hills to pray. A storm raged in
the lake, and at about 3:00 in the morning, they saw Jesus coming towards them, walking on the water.
Frightened, they thought He was a ghost.

Take courage. Jesus is here.
"Then Peter called to him, 'Lord, if it's really you, tell me to come to you, walking on the water.' 'Yes, come,'
Jesus said. So Peter went over the side of the boat and walked on the water toward Jesus." Matthew 14:28-29
(NLT)
Because Jesus was near Peter, Peter had the courage to do the impossible. As he looked at Jesus, he walked on
water. The moment he looked at the storm, he sank and cried out to Jesus, "Save me, Lord." Jesus pulled him
out of the water.
A little girl stands on the edge of the diving board. Arms raised to catch her, her father calls to her, "Jump!
I'm here; I'll catch you." She hesitates. "Jump!" She smiles and jumps into the arms of her father.
Has your heavenly Father told you to get out of the boat and step onto the stormy seas and walk toward Him
in faith? You might say to His response, "Lord, Peter had more faith than me, and he sank." Yes, he sank
because he focused on the problem rather than on the solution, Jesus.
Are you in a storm today? Focus on Jesus.

Take courage. Jesus is here!
Lord of Hosts, You are worthy of all our praise and worship, for You give much more generously than we ask.
Teach us to pray a big prayer. In Jesus' name, amen.

What is your storm? Jesus is here. Step out of the boat.

God With You - Day 6
"You, too, must be patient. Take courage, [establish your hearts] for the
coming of the Lord is near." James 5:8 (NLT)

Jesus is coming. Be patient and courageous. Establish your hearts.
Friend, do you have a garden? This year, I planted seeds as well as plants from the nursery. As I was planting
the seeds, a lizard watched. No matter how much I shooed him away, he returned. The next morning, I found
that the dirt where I had planted the seeds was jumbled and in a mess. The lizard stole the seeds! I planted
more seeds there and checked the soil day after day to see if a little leaf peaked through. The roots were
forming and becoming strong in the soil, but I didn't see them. A few weeks later, I saw green breaking
through the soil and smiled. Patience. Juicy tomatoes were coming. Now, I was focused on the end result.

Focused > Planting > Watering > Roots > Soil Breakthrough > Leaves >
Fruits/Vegetables

Patience
"The soon return of Jesus requires that we have established hearts, hearts that are rooted in Jesus and His
eternal resolution of all things." (David Guzik)
You and I are planting seeds, just as the New Testament farmer. We establish our hearts by rooting the seeds
of our faith in Jesus. Like the lizard, Satan doesn't want that seed to grow and stands by to steal it. But we are
focused on the end result ... eternity with Jesus. We water our growth with Jesus with the Word of God. Our
roots grow deep as we pray and grow to know Him more intimately. Others begin to see the growth, and fruit
appears. Sweet, juicy fruit for others to enjoy. Jesus is near. Look for Him. He's coming to you and delight in
your growth.

Grow Patience and Courage to Establish Your Heart in Jesus
Jesus is near!
Creator of all that is good, we delight in You. Nature is Your love story to us. Through the heavens and the earth,
we see Your majesty, holiness, beauty, lovingkindness, and much more. Grow our patience and help us to
courageously establish our hearts in You. Thank You that You are near. Jesus is coming! amen.

Ask God to show you where you need to tend your growth in Him.

God With You - Day 7
“A final word: Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power." Ephesians 6:10 (NLT)
Be strong in God and His power

God With You
Christians are in a spiritual battle. Paul encourages the Christians in Ephesus to put on the
entire armor of God so that they will be able to withstand the evil attacks of our enemy.
Belt of truth + Breastplate of righteousness + Shoes shod with Gospel of peace + Shield
of faith + Helmet of salvation + Sword of the Spirit = Whole Armor of God

"Pray in the Spirit at all times and on every occasion. Stay alert and be persistent in your
prayers for all believers everywhere." Ephesians 6:18 (NLT)
On guard. Standing firm. Being courageous. Standing strong.
Acting in Love with the armor of God. Praying.
God With Us.

Gracious Father, Thank You that You have given us all that we need - Your armor. Teach us to
put on all of Your armor as we pray without ceasing. Help us to stay alert and be persistent in
our prayers for all believers throughout the world. Cause Your people to grow closer together
and to be strong in these perilous time. In Jesus' name, we pray. Amen.

Let's stand strong together on Instagram @KarenSRobertsWriter.

Be Strong & Courageous - God is With You
I hope that these seven days of devotions have caused you to know that you can stand strong
and courageous for the Lord and that God is with you.
Are you excited to observe your strength in the Lord grow?

May I pray for you?
Loving Father, thank You for the strength You have given us to withstand the evil in this world. Teach
us to courageously stand strong, firmly rooted in You. Thank You that Jesus is near, and He is coming.
Father, I ask a special blessing upon these dear readers. Fill them with a passion for Your Word and
the knowledge that You are near them. Cause them to prayerfully put on each piece of Your armor
and to pray for all believers. Lord, You have blessed us with brothers and sisters throughout the world.
Some are fearful; replace their fear with peace. Some are suffering; replace their suffering with
comfort. Some are grieving; replace their grieving with Your joy. Some are sick; replace their sickness
with healing, either on this earth or when You return. Lord, You are good and gracious, full of mercy
and peace. Pour out Your grace, mercy, and peace upon my dear brothers and sisters. In Jesus' holy
name, amen.

"Peace be with you, dear brothers and sisters, and may God the Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ give you love with faithfulness. May God's grace be eternally upon
all who love our Lord Jesus Christ." Ephesians 6:23-24 (NLT)

May your Promise Walk be filled with boldness as you walk with God.

Karen Roberts
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