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Prayer - The Difference Maker
"At that time Joshua spoke to the LORD in the day when the LORD gave the Amorites over to
the sons of Israel, and he said in the sight of Israel, 'Sun, stand still at Gibeon,
and moon, in the Valley of Aijalon.'" Joshua 10:12 (ESV)

The Battle is the Lord's ... Pray Boldly
Prayer ... talking to God and listening to Him. Sometimes, we get caught up in the battles of
life and try to win them on our own. Not Joshua.
Five kings and their armies were battling against the Israelite city of Gibeon, and Joshua and
his army marched all night to reach Gibeon. When Joshua and his army arrived, God sent the
other armies into a panic, and they fled. Joshua's army went after them, and God hurled
large stones after them. Joshua prayed that the sun would stand still. The sun and moon
stopped, and the Israelites defeated the armies.
God honors faith-filled prayers that align with His will.
Let’s pause and meditate on this amazing story in Joshua 10. You might want to read the
entire story, Joshua 10:1-15.
What bold prayer do you need to pray?
God of the Universe, we know that nothing is impossible with You. We have seen You at work in
our lives. You have made us new creations, but our prayers are weak. We're still limiting
ourselves by the world's standards. Lord, forgive us. Help us to know and act as Your sons and
daughters, chosen to accomplish great works by Your will. Empower us to pray in Your will
and see amazing outcomes. In Jesus' name, Amen.

Rejoice! Together, let's walk in bold prayers this week.
If you did not receive the July newsletter and would like to receive it, email me at

Karen@PossessHisPromises.com, and I will email you.

Prayer - Day 1
"O Lord, let your ear be attentive to the prayer of your servant, and to the prayer of your servants who delight to
fear your name, and give success to your servant today, and grant him mercy in the sight of this man."
Now I was cupbearer to the king." Nehemiah 1:11 (ESV)
Nehemiah was in Persia serving King Artaxerxes. He heard that the walls in Jerusalem were broken down and
the gates had been burned. He wept, fasted, and prayed. He began by acknowledging God's majesty and power,
"O LORD God of heaven, the great and awesome God who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love
him and keep his commandments." (Nehemiah 1:5) After we meditate on God and His glory, we naturally look at
ourselves and our people and see how sinful we are. Nehemiah confessed the sins of Israel, his family, and
himself. (Nehemiah 1:6)

He asked God to remember His words to Moses that if the Israelites disobeyed God, He would scatter them, but
if they returned to Him and keep His commandments and do them, that God would gather them to God's
chosen place. (Nehemiah 1:7-8)

When Nehemiah appeared before King Artaxerxes, the king asked him why he was sad. Nehemiah told the king
about the walls and gates. Artaxerxes asked him what he requested. "So I prayed to the God of heaven."
(Nehemiah 2:4) A quick prayer, but a mighty one. Not only did he ask to go to Jerusalem to rebuild the walls
and gates, but he also asked for letters ensuring that he could travel safely through the provinces. He also asked
for a letter to the keeper of the king's forest for timber to make the repairs. "And the king granted me what I
asked, for the good hand of my God was upon me." (Nehemiah 2:8b, ESV)

Prayer: Acknowledging God > Confessing Sins >
Praying God's Word > Requesting Boldly > Trusting > Acting
Despite the opposition of the surrounding people, Nehemiah led the people and rebuilt the walls in 52 days.
Prayer saturated his life.
O LORD, You are King of Kings and Lord of Lords. You are a forgiving and gracious God. We have sinned
greatly. Forgive us, Father. We turn from our sins and lean upon You. We want to pray bold prayers. Help us
pray in Your will and expect the impossible. In Jesus' name, amen.

Talk to God and dare to ask for the impossible.

Prayer - Day 2
"Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and
for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. Then he prayed again, and heaven
gave rain, and the earth bore its fruit.," James 5:17-18 (ESV)
Ordinary Man + Fervent Prayer = Difference Maker
Because the Israelites had turned to idolatry, Elijah prayed that it would not rain. Israel
endured drought. At the end of 3½ years, God told Elijah to challenge the 450 prophets of
Baal. The prophets made an altar and placed an offering on it. They called upon Baal to send
fire to consume the offering. All day, they called out to Baal, even cutting themselves.
Nothing.
God's altar was broken down, so Elijah repaired it and placed the offering on the altar. He
had four pots of water poured on the sacrifice and the wood. He called upon God and fire
came down from heaven and consumed the offering. Then, he killed the prophets of Baal and
told the king (Ahab) to eat and drink, for rain was coming.
Head between his knees, he prayed fervently for rain. He told his servant to look for clouds.
Nothing. He persisted in prayer, and after the seventh time, the servant saw a small cloud.
Elijah told the servant to go tell the king that rain was coming. He knew before he prayed
that God would answer his prayer. You might want to read the story in 1Kings 18:41-45.
"I say to you, if you have faith like a grain of mustard seed, you will say to this mountain,
'Move from here to there,' and it will move, and nothing will be impossible for you."
Matthew 17:20b (ESV)
Tiny faith moves mountains and opens possibilities.
Do you believe Jesus' words in that verse? This type of faith takes abiding in Jesus, knowing
Him intimately, studying the Bible, praying and listening, allowing the Holy Spirit to teach
and correct us, and loving Him with our very being. God parted the Red Sea for Israel. He
will part the path for you, too. Ask Him.
Our Creator, You made the heavens and earth and all that is in them. Jesus commissioned us
to preach the Gospel and make disciples. He commissioned us to make a difference. We want to
be fervent men and women who pray mightily so that the change the prayers bring point people
back to You. Teach us to pray fervently. Amen.

Prayer - Day 3
"When Elisha came into the house, he saw the child lying dead on his bed. So he went in and
shut the door behind the two of them and prayed to the LORD." 2 Kings 4:32-33 (ESV).
The prayer of a God-filled person transforms dead life to a living hope.
Whenever Elisha passed through Shunem, he stayed at a wealthy couple's home where they
had made a special room for him. The woman had no son, and Elisha wanted to do something
for the woman, so he told her that she would have a son. She bore a son the next spring. One
day, the son complained to his father that his head hurt. A servant carried him to his
mother, and the boy sat on her lap until he died. She placed him on Elisha's bed and hurried
to Elisha. He came to the room, shut the door, and prayed as he laid on the boy, mouth to
mouth, eyes to eyes, and hands to hands. The boy's body grew warm. Elisha got up and
walked back and forth in the house and returned to the room. He prayed again, and the boy's
life was restored.
"Elisha prayed with great faith because he knew God worked this way in the life
of his mentor Elijah. He also prayed with great faith because he sensed that
God wanted to raise this boy from the dead." David Guzik.
Seeing God work grows our faith ... Prayers become bolder.
Are your prayers different than when you first became a Christian? Mine are. In school, I
prayed for good grades. Later, I prayed for safety in the face of danger in a different country.
I prayed for health. I still pray for those things, and I pray for others. I'm also praying for an
awakening in America and a revival in God's people. Nothing is impossible. God can restore
life in America.
Ordinary men and women prayed and brought life.
Think of it. Our gracious God hears the cry of our hearts and does the impossible for us.
Holy God, You hear the groans of our hearts and answer our meager prayers. Grow our faith.
Grow our prayers. We want to be prayer warriors who bring life and salvation to others.
Thank You for Your lovingkindness. Amen.
What pulls at your heart? Pray and believe that God hears.

Prayer - Day 4
"Go, gather all the Jews to be found in Susa, and hold a fast on my behalf, and do not eat or
drink for three days, night or day. I and my young women will also fast as you do. Then I will
go to the king, though it is against the law, and if I perish, I perish." Esther 4:16 (ESV).
Heartfelt prayer focuses on God.
Although there is no mention of prayer in the book of Esther, it is implied by Esther's
request for all the Jews in Susa to fast on her behalf for three days as she and her maids
fasted. In the Old Testament, it was common for the people to tear their clothes and dress in
sackcloth and ashes when they fasted. Fasting was a sign of humility and helped the people
focus on praying. When those hunger pains gnaw at you, you remember why you are fasting
and bow your head in prayer.
Esther was taken into the harem of King Xerxes and given beauty treatments for a year. Out
of 400 beautiful women, Xerxes chose her to be his Queen. He did not know she was a Jew.
Haman, the right-hand man to King Xerxes, despised Esther's uncle, Mordecai, and he
tricked the king into giving him the authority to annihilate the Jews on a certain day.
Mordecai sent a message to Esther informing her of the decree and asking her to approach the
king and ask that he revoke the order, although not even the king could revoke his order.
If a person approached the king inside the inner court without being called for, that person
would be killed unless the king extended his scepter. Esther had not been in his presence for
30 days. If she did not approach the king, it was certain death for the Jews.
The Jews and Esther fasted and prayed for God to save their people. Strengthened by the fasting and
prayer of her brothers and sisters as well as the fasting of her maids and herself, she approached
King Xerxes. She found favor with him, and he extended his scepter. Eventually, Xerxes gave
Mordecai and Esther the authority to write a decree that would save the Jews.

Praying with other believers can save a nation.
Father, You have chosen Your sons and daughters for great things. Give us the courage to stand
strong in the face of threatening circumstances. We ask for Your perfect wisdom in facing
threats and difficulties. Amen.
Pray a bold prayer with your spouse or a friend and expect God to work.

Prayer - Day 5
"And she [Hannah] vowed a vow and said, 'O LORD of hosts, if you will indeed look on the affliction of
your servant and remember me and not forget your servant, but will give to
your servant a son, then I will give him to the LORD all the days of his life,
and no razor shall touch his head.'" 1 Samuel 1:11 (ESV)

Our mighty God sees our suffering and hears our prayers.
Elkanah had two wives: Hannah and Peninnah. Hannah was barren, and Peninnah had children.
Peninnah provoked Hannah about her barrenness, saying that the Lord had closed Hannah's womb.
Each year, the family would travel to Shiloh to worship and sacrifice to the Lord. This was before the
temple was built in Jerusalem.
One year, Hannah became so distraught that she rose from her meal and walked to the temple. Tears
of anguish streamed down her face as she prayed in her heart and moving her lips. Eli, the priest, sat
at the doorpost of the temple and watched her.
"How long will you go on being drunk? Put your wine away from you." 1 Samuel 1:14 (ESV)
"I have been pouring out my soul to the Lord." 1 Samuel 1:15b (ESV)
"Then Eli answered, 'Go in peace, and the God of Israel grant your petition that you have made to
him.'" 1 Samuel 1:17 (ESV)
Hannah bore Samuel, and after he was weaned (about 3 years old), she presented Samuel to Eli to
serve God all his life. Hannah bore three more sons and two daughters. Samuel grew to become a
prophet who anointed Saul and later David as kings. Prayer that leaves a legacy.

When we give our requests back to God, He blesses us beyond our expectations.
Are you desperate for relief? Go to God. He is the God Who Sees. He is the God Who Remembers. He
is the God Who Gives generously. Once you have the relief that you have agonized about, are you so
grateful that you are willing to give that treasured answer to prayer back to God like Hannah? I
know, that's a challenge. We serve a God Who gave His Son. How much more should we give our all?
Lord of Hosts, You are worthy of all our praise and worship, for You give much more generously than
we ask. Teach us to pray a big prayer. In Jesus' name, amen.

What is your big prayer?

Prayer - Day 6
"And Mary said, 'My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has
looked on the humble estate of his servant. For behold, from now on all generations will call me
blessed; for he who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is his name.'"
Luke 1:46-49 (ESV)

Proclaim prayers of praise. Our holy God, our Savior has done great things for us.
A poor woman engaged to a carpenter is visited by the angel Gabriel and told that the Holy
Spirit will come upon her, and she will conceive the Savior of the world, Jesus. Gabriel also
visits her fiancé, Joseph, and tells him that she is telling the truth.
Mary may have been poor according to the world, but she was rich in the knowledge of the
Scriptures and her relationship with God. Mary remembered Hannah's prayer in 1 Samuel 2.
Has God told you something that you consider to be too good to be true? Did you dismiss it as
a dream or daydream? If the message keeps returning to you, perhaps it is from God. Ask
God.
For months, I received messages that a company was looking for a person with my
qualifications. I ignored the messages. One day, I got the impression that I should apply, even
though I thought it was a huge step from what I was doing at my current job. I told God,
"Slam the door shut if You don't want me to get the job." I got the job.
God calls us to be bold and to rejoice in our newfound strength.
Mary boldly praised God for His blessing, a blessing that would challenge Joseph and her
beyond what they could imagine. She rejoiced in serving God, and He equipped them both.
God is equipping you for something great. Are you ready?
Oh God, we magnify Your name and rejoice in Your plans for us. Empower us to step into the
roles that You have given us and embrace the service that You have equipped us for. In Jesus'
name, we pray, amen.

Ask God to reveal His plans for you.
What is the Holy Spirit whispering to you about your prayers?

Prayer - Day 7
“And Jesus said, 'Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.'" Luke 23:34a (ESV)
A prayer that rings throughout the ages. Forgiven forever.

Prayer Made the Difference!
I was plagued with the memory of one night long ago. I told my daughter that I would pick
her up at the library when it closed. I showed up, and it was raining. To make matters worse,
the library closed 30 minutes before I thought it was going to close. Just last year, I told her
how sorry I was. She did not remember it. Isn't that what we do with the Lord's forgiveness?
Our sins haunt us and remind us how bad we are, but God has forgiven His sons and
daughters.
"In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses,
according to the riches of his grace." Ephesians 1:7 (ESV)
Redemption (Atonement): At one with God.
Freely forgiven. Graciously rich in Jesus.
"For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his steadfast love toward those who
fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions from us."
Psalm 103:11-12 (ESV)
You confessed your sins and turned from them, but are you still struggling with guilt? Know
that you serve "a God ready to forgive, gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in
steadfast love" who does not forsake us. Nehemiah 9:17b (ESV)
Gracious Father. Thank You that You are ready to forgive us. Lord show us our hidden sins
and forgive us of them. We struggle with our guilt, God. Help us to release that guilt and trust in
Your forgiveness. We give You our all and rest in Your grace. Amen.
We have many more prayers in the Bible. Search the Bible and share the prayers you find.

Let's pray together on Instagram @KarenSRobertsWriter.

Prayer - The Difference Maker
I hope that these seven days of devotions have caused you to know that
your prayers can become bigger as you trust in God.
Are you excited to continue praying bold prayers?
May I pray for you?
Loving Father, thank You for the prayers that we have in Your Word. Lead us to bigger
and bolder prayers that make a difference for Your Kingdom. Speak to us, and enable
us to listen and act upon what we hear from You. May we point others to You. In Jesus'
holy name, amen.

"Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless before
the presence of his glory with great joy, to the only God, our Savior,
through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority,
before all time and now and forever. Amen." Jude 1:24-25 (ESV)

May your Promise Walk be filled with big,
bold prayers that make a difference.

Karen Roberts
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